Lanthorn, vol. 43, no. 42, February 9, 2009 by Grand Valley State University
Grand Valley State University
ScholarWorks@GVSU
Volume 43, July 10, 2008 - June 7, 2009 Lanthorn, 1968-2001
2-9-2009
Lanthorn, vol. 43, no. 42, February 9, 2009
Grand Valley State University
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/lanthorn_vol43
Part of the Archival Science Commons, Education Commons, and the History Commons
This Issue is brought to you for free and open access by the Lanthorn, 1968-2001 at ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Volume 43, July 10, 2008 - June 7, 2009 by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Grand Valley State University, "Lanthorn, vol. 43, no. 42, February 9, 2009" (2009). Volume 43, July 10, 2008 - June 7, 2009. 41.
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/lanthorn_vol43/41
2009 football 
recruits roster 
at Lanthorn.com B5
Srmti) Pallets Hantfwn
'Vagina Monologues' 
fundraises for V-Dayr >
VAGINA
MONOLOGUES
Grand Valley State University www.lanthorn.com Monday, February 9, 2009
Courtesy Photo / Christine Irvine
Youth march: Thousands of students from across the U S. traveled to Washington, D C for the 2007 Power Shift Summit, and thousands more, including GVSU students, will return for the 2009 event
GV students to join 'green' march in Washington
By Ellen Hensel
GVL Assistant News Editor
With a newly-inaugurated president 
in power, students are taking a chance at 
passing legislation on energy and climate 
control.
From Feb. 27 to March 2,10XXX) students 
from universities and organizations across
the country will convene for a summit, 
culminating in a march across Washington, 
DC.
ITiis year,Grand Valley State University 
students will be a part of the thousands.
Currently, 18 students are signed up to 
go, but core organizer and senior Danielle 
Ostafinski said they hope to have 30 in the 
end.
Ostafinski works with both the Michigan 
Student Sustainability Coalition and the 
Student Environmental Action Coalition to 
get students involved.
Power Shift 2(X)9 is put on nationally 
by the Energy Action Coalition, which is 
a group of 50 organizations dedicated to 
the improvement of the environment and 
other related topics. This is the second
event similar to this, with one being held 
in 2007.
“This is a great opportunity for students 
to go to (Washington). D.C., where policies 
are made, and become engaged in the 
process.” Ostafinski said. “It is also a way 
to see how the environmental movement
See March, A2
When in Rome... groove as Lakers do
GVl / Kim Miller
Party central: GVSU students dance the night away in the DeVos Place Ballroom on Friday night. The Ballroom was flooded with students dressed in their best attire for this year's Presidents' Ball.
More than 4,300 students attend ‘A Roman Triumph’ to celebrate this year's Presidents’ Ball
By Jenny Whalen
GVL Managing Editor
All roads led to the DeVos Place Ballroom Friday 
night as more than 4300 students and guests dressed in 
their evening best arrived to rock their flashiest moves at 
the 23rd annual Presidents’ Ball.
Tickets sold out at the Kirkhof Center early Friday, 
and many students who attempted to purchase tickets at 
the door were turned away. Records of previous years’ 
ticket sales were shattered as 4334 tickets were sold to 
“A Roman Triumph.”
“We didn’t expect to sell all of our tickets on Friday 
and I think a lot of people were disappointed because 
they couldn’t get in,” said Natalie Bush, Student Senate
executive vice president and Presidents’ Ball Committee 
chair. “We did promise we would be selling tickets at the 
door, so we lowered the ticket price (from $20 to $ 10) to 
make up for the discrepancy.”
Charter buses transported students from the Allendale 
and Pew campuses to the steps of the DeVos Place 
entrance and offered return trips at the end of the night.
The disc jockey, provided by D James Productions, 
tapped the pulse of the crow d and kept spirits high with a 
fusion of chart toppers, sweet home classics and original 
remixes.
Though President Thomas J. Haas and Dean Bart 
Merkle did not reprise their roles as The Blues Brothers, 
Haas did return with several other administrators to
perform a rendition of “We Are Family.”
“President Haas really wanted to be a part of the show 
again and he got a good crowd from administration (to 
join him),” said LeaAnn Tibbe, assistant director for 
special events and promotions in the Office of Student 
Life.
The faculty chorus included Haas and his wife Marcia; 
Bob Stoll, director of the Office of Student Life; Oliver 
Wilson, dean of the Office of Multicultural Affairs;
See Rome, A2
See more: Go to "Your Insights" 
on A4 and the photo page on A6.
Davis
Provost recognizes, 
addresses students' 
career concerns
By Chelsea Lane
GVL Staff Writer
For many students, graduating from 
college marks the beginning of a new life 
chapter and a new set of challenges. But 
with unemployment and layoff rates on 
the rise, finding a job after college may 
be the biggest challenge of all for Grand 
Valley State University graduates. j
The GVSU 
Faculty Senate, 
including staff 
and faculty from 
Student Services,
Career Services and 
various academic 
departments , 
convened 
Wednesday 
to discuss the 
problems GVSU
students face in the current economic 
crisis.
The meeting, led by Provost Gayle 
Davis, was the first of three town hall 
style discussions intended to help 
brainstorm possible solutions and 
strategies for various student issues.
The two subsequent meetings 
will focus on academic curriculum 
and financial and human resource 
allocation.
“It’s been a worry of all of ours that 
our students are facing an economic 
future that they hadn't been expecting,” 
Davis said. “It’s always been a tricky 
situation for people to imagine what they 
want to be when they grow up, but now 
it’s even harder with everything slipping 
around in this global economy.”
As opportunities dwindled in 2008, 
GVSU Career Services saw a 30 
percent increase in alumni returning to 
use the office’s services to seek out job 
interviews.
But Career Services Interim Director 
Troy Farley, who spoke at Wednesday’s 
meeting, insisted despite the poor 
economic forecast for 2009, there are 
still job options available to students 
who think outside the box.
“Our students, I think, are having a 
hard time because they’re used to those 
(companies with) big names and that’s 
probably not going to be where the 
opportunities are in the future,” Farley 
said. “We need to work on re-educating 
our students.”
Career Services sponsors 
approximately 50 on-campus recruiting 
events each year and is in the process 
of creating a Facebook group to inform 
more students of upcoming programs 
and events.
Career Services Assistant Director 
Breeann Gorham urged the Faculty 
Senate to help spread student awareness 
of Career Services' many resources. She 
also advocated the importance of taking 
a more deliberate approach to teaching 
students marketable real-world skills and 
making intentional connections between 
classroom and career experiences.
“I think a big goal in our office is 
to help our students click in earlier as 
to why they’re learning what they’re 
learning,” Gorham said.
In the current job market, employers 
place less emphasis on test scores and 
more on graduates' ability to apply their 
college skills to real-world situations. '
The Faculty Senate hopes to discover
See Provost, A2
Record snowfall affecting off-campus plowing
By Katie Wendt
GVL Staff Writer
GVl / Lindsey Waggoner
Snowed in: Though it is getting warmer, some students still have to worry about ice and snow in 
their parking lots Many off-campus residents complain their lots are not getting plowed and salted
The off-campus apartments have found 
it hard to keep up with the record amounts 
of snowfall this winter, leaving many 
parking lots unplowcd and icy.
Many Grand Valley State University 
students living off campus have complained 
about getting stuck in parking spots due to 
icy, snow-filled lots.
One of the off-campus apartment 
complexes, Campus View, sent out an 
e-mail last week regarding a complete 
plow of all the lots.
Ben Jansen, the maintenance manager 
at Campus View, said this is the first time 
they have started a lot clearing rotation.
“We e-mail tenants and ask them to 
move to a different lot for a period of time 
on a specific date,” Jansen said. “We have 
had some cooperation, but many tenants 
either ignore or forget our request.”
He added their contract for the snow 
plowing company states they are to plow 
if there are 2 inches of snow on the ground, 
and to do cleanup when there are thaws.
He added they adhere to the contract for 
the most part.
“Some people 
don’t realize that with 
a large complex, not 
all lots can be plowed 
out at the same time 
Jansen said. “After a 
heavy snow fall, it can 
take the plow guys up 
to 12 or more hours 
to plow out the entire 
complex.”
Meadows Crossing 
and Campus West, 
other off-campus 
apartment complexes, uphold the same 
policy as Campus View of plowing after 2 
inches of snowfall.
Karen Bier-Hobbs, the property 
manager at Meadows Crossing, said they 
have only received a few complaints, 
which are because students arc not moving 
their vehicles, so the snow is getting stuck 
in between the cars.
“There are so many cars, 
and they sit there a lot because 
students are using the bus 
systems instead of driving.” 
Bier-Hobbs said.
She added the lease 
stipulates Meadows Crossing 
will provide snowplowing 
services, but the tenants’ 
responsibility is to take care of 
areas in between their cars, the 
patio and their stairs.
“We try to go above and 
beyond and help the students 
out with some of that though.” she said.
Sarah Aitken, a GVSU student living 
in Campus View, said she has found the
snowplowing to be lacking and rarely feels 
safe driving through it.
“Several times I have thought about 
complaining,” Aitken said. “More times 
than not. I feel like I’m going to die before 
I make it out of the parking lot."
She added when she drives her 
roommate's car. it can barely make it 
through the heaps of leftover snow tracks, 
and the car usually skids on the piles of ice
and snow.
“When I exit Campus View, there 
is always a patch of ice right by the stop 
sign, which is really dangerous to everyone 
pulling out and traveling down Pierce 
(Street).’’ Aitken said.
Jeff Jorden, a GVSU student living in 
Hillcrest, said he only hears complaints 
about the noise of the plow at night.
kwerult@ lanthont com
“More times than 
not, I feel like I'm 
going to die before 
I make it out of the 
parking lot.”
SARAH AITKEN
CAMPUS VIEW RESIDENT
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Jeanne Arnold, vice president of 
Inclusion and Equity and ProvoBt
-. Gayle Davis.
4» Howe ver judging from audience 
' reaction, Haas and company’s 
performance fell just short of the 
evening’s second surprise event.
As the tempi) suddenly stilled, 
all eyes turned to the stage to watch 
a fellow guest drop to one knee and 
propose to his sweetheart,
“That made my night,” Tibbe 
said. “Every year I get someone
• who wants to propose to their
* ■girlfriend, but it just all fell together 
for that couple ... a real love story.”
. ■, The crowd agreed. Thunderous 
applause, whistles and celebratory 
yells followed the tear-stained 
|•”yes” to signal the student body’s 
mass approval.
“I'hat was a very exciting thing,” 
Bush said. “I was very happy to have 
someone want to have a big part of 
their life happen at Presidents’ Ball. 
It was very, very 
sweet. I’d like 
to be proposed 
to at Presidents'
Ball.”
Other 
couples and 
friends opted 
to cement the 
evening in their 
memories a 
different way.
Juniors Kyle 
Bolton and 
Dawn Bomay 
joined hundreds 
of other guests in line at the shutter 
booth to snap a photo souvenir. 
While waiting. Bomay shared her 
thoughts on the festivities.
“(Presidents’ Ball) is just a really 
fun, giant club to go to with all 
your friends,” she said. “It’s a good 
reason to dress up with friends and 
it’s cheap, too. 
Cover charge 
at a club can be 
expensive, and 
you can get the 
music here.”
Though 
Bolton admitted 
the “mob effect” 
he experienced 
upon arrival 
was slightly 
jarring, he 
echoed Bomay’s 
sentiments 
regarding the 
event’s positive atmosphere.
Senior Jovan Edmond offered a 
personal theory to account for the 
night’s charged mood.
“Every year I get 
someone who wants 
to propose to their 
girlfriend, but it just 
all fell together for 
that couple ... a real 
love story.”
LEAANN TIBBE
OFFICE OF STUDENT LIFE 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
___
LOST
FOUND
.» M
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“I feel like people are trying 
to have fun,” Edmond said. 
“Presidents’ Ball is something you 
have to plan out and then you get 
here, and here is the climax. I feel 
like people are preparing for more 
than they expect, with the gowns 
and the tickets, but it’s good.”
Additional accessories, red and 
green bracelets, were distributed at 
the entrance to differentiate minors 
from guests 21 and older, and few 
alcohol-related situations were
reported
“I know we gave out more red 
bracelets (for minors) than green 
bracelets, and the holdup (in the 
entry line) was really just people 
getting through security,” Tibbe 
said. “Next year we might add 
more security.”
Tibbe added she enjoys feedback 
and encourages students to contact 
the Student Senate with suggestions 
to improve next year’s event.
The 24th annual Presidents’ Ball
will occur just as Grand Valley State 
University will begin to celebrate 
its 5(Xh anniversary.
Awards: Presidential Award 
of Excellence - James Moyer; 
Distinguished Individual of the 
Year - Donna Brooks; Student 
Award for Faculty Excellence - 
Craig Benjamin
numiiRinxeditor® lanthorn com
Dance craze: GVSU students dance the night away in the DeVos Place Ballroom on Friday night for this year's Presidents' Ball
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continued from page A1
isn’t just about environment. 
It’s about music and art and 
education and justice and gender. 
It is very comprehensive. We can 
go and leam all these skills and 
take what we have learned to 
Monday’s lobby day.”
Events include sessions with 
senators and representatives, and 
break out state-specific sessions. 
The four-day trip will end with a 
massive rally and demonstration 
on Capitol Hill.
Brianna Cayo Cotter, 
communications director of both 
the Energy Action Coalition and 
Power Shift ‘09, said the political 
climate is perfect for action such 
as this.
“We are fresh off of an historic 
election where 23 million young 
people turned out and voted,” 
Cayo Cotter said. “And we are 
now headed to Washington, 
D.C., to demand that the 
president. Senate and Congress 
step up to the plate and pass this 
legislation.”
Senior Jaime VanWeikle will
be one of the students traveling 
from GVSU to the conference.
MSSC reserved buses for 
students, and overall there are 
about 400 students attending 
from Michigan.
“I read about the event and 
it looks like an incredible way 
to get involved and actually do 
something,” VanWeikle said. “A 
great opportunity opened up to 
get there and I took it. I hope that 
together our voices can make a 
difference and get something 
passed. Our earth can’t wait 
much longer.”
Cayo Cotter, who works 
out of a national office, said 
Michigan plays a major role in 
environmental policy, and many 
students from other states will be 
looking to those in Michigan as 
an example.
She said she hopes this 
movement will cause actual 
change.
“Most (participants are) young 
people that care about this issue 
passionately,” Cayo Cotter said. 
“And we are going to make sure 
we have the most impact we can. 
There will be no mistaking our
Courtesy Photo I www.flickr.com 
Student power: Thousands of U S 
students attended the 2007 Power 
Shift summit in Washington, D C. GVSU 
students will attend the 2009 summit
elected representatives that young 
people are going to create a new 
energy future; not a question of if 
and but, rather how soon.”
ass is tan tnews @ lanthorn x:om
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Christopher Kuiper 
Branch Manager
DRIVE-UP HOURS
Monday - Thursday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Friday
9 a m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday 
9 a m. - 12 p.m.
National City
Now a part of 0 PNC
L08BY HOURS
Monday - Friday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Allendale Office
5111 Lake Michigan Dr. 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
616-892-5111
For more information or to 
open an account today, contact:
Christopher Kuiper
Branch Manager
Christopher.Kuiper@NationalCity.com
OPEN A FREE CHECKING PLUS ACCOUNT.
GET A $100 VISA GIFT CARD.1
Simply open any new Free Checking Plus'
account and get a $100 Visa* Gift Card in
three easy steps:
1. Visit our branch to open your checking account.
2. Set up direct deposit of your entire paycheck into 
your new checking account. Direct deposit must be 
received within 60 days of your account opening
3. Accept our free National City Visa CheckCard 
and make at least 10 purchases within 60 days 
of account opening.
r
* S100 Gift Card bonus offer is available for free Checking Plus accounts opened at the Allendale branch in Ml by Dec 14, 2009. with a minimum of $50 not currently on deposit at National 
City. Offer limited to one per household and available only to households without an emstmg personal checking account at National City and have not closed a National City checking 
account within the past 60 days To qualify for bonus, a Visa CheckCard must be issued to you. an ACM direct deposit of your entire payroll, pension or Social Security benefit (of at least 
$2S0> must be received, and at least 10 purchases made with your CheckCard posted to your checking account within 60 days of account opening Your checking account must remain open 
m order for you to receive the $100 Gift Card which will be mailed to you within 60 days after all conditions have been met $t00 bonus is subject to 1099 reporting Offer cannot be
combined with any other offer and may be withdrawn at any time
* To be eligible for Free Checking Plus and pact age benefits, monthly automatic activity includmq ACM direct deposit, Online Bill Payment or ACH payment (such as a car loan or utility
payment) is required When you use a CheckCard assigned to this account, fees may be assessed for international ATM and CheckCard transactions ATM owner may charge a fee
■i ■malC'( Com • N i' -nal Citylank Member FOIC • >2009 The PNC Finance Services Group, Inc • CS12MI
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what skills are needed in growing 
industries and then implement 
more of those skills in the GVSU 
curriculum.
“We have to be both flexible 
and innovative,” Davis said. “We 
want to stress to students that their 
experiences at Grand Valley will 
have future rewards.”
One of the Faculty Senate’s long­
term goals is to provide students 
with more leadership and service- 
learning opportunities.
Other ideas include arranging for 
classes tointeractwith representatives
and workers from local businesses 
to give students a better idea of
■ N ' ' remployees expectations.
Although the state of the 
economy raises many concerns for 
students and faculty alike, Davis is 
confident the Faculty Senate and the 
university can work to keep GVSU 
students prepared for the challenges 
of tin uncertain economic climate.
“We want them to know that we 
are the best and that we are student 
centered,” Davis said. “I think it’s a 
matter of putting our heads together 
to show that our university can 
survive this.”
clane@ lanthorn jcom
®ranti Dallep Hantfjortt
Volume 43, Number 42
The Grand Valley Lanthorn is published twice-weekly by Grand Valley 
State University students 62 times a year. One copy of this newspaper 
is available free of charge to any member of the Grand Valley Community.
For additional copies, please contact our business offices.
POSTMASTER: please send form 3579 to Grand Valley Lanthorn,
0051 Kirkhof, Grand Valley State University, Allendale, Ml, 49401
EDITORIAL STAFF ADVERTISING STAFF
Editor in Chief Advertising Manager
ALICIA ALABBAS MALLORY WEBER
Managing Editor Assistant Advertising Manager
JENNY WHALEN LINDSAY PARKINSON
News Editor Advertising Reps
LAUREN FITCH JOSHUA CASSIDY
Assistant News Editor REBECCA DEBONO
ELLEN HENSEL Advertising Designers
Sports Editor NICOLE BLANCHARD
MATT KUZAWA VALENTINA VALDES
Arts and Entertainment Editor
HALEY 0TMAN
Laker Life Editor BUSINESS STAFF
LAUREN SIBULA Business Manager
Photography Editor ERIC LEE
REBECCA REAVER Assistant Business Manager
Assistant Photo Editor FERRIS JUMAH
BRITTANY JACQUES Distribution
Copy Editors DAVE BABCOCK
MOLLY GADDIE ANDY KNAUS
AMANDA MILLER JEFF DIMITRIEVSKI
EMILY H0SS CHRIS ROWELL
Layout Editor MATT MCMURRY
MARIANA SAUCEDO DANIEL OELAMIELLEURE
Layout Staff Receptionists
ANDREA COLF KELSEY KRUIS
JOEY SALAMON CARIAN WHITE
LINDEN MAULT Faculty Adviser
ELLEN YEE LAWRENCE BEERY
Web Master
MATT KAHl
CJ RAFTERY
JON ROOST
CHARLES JURRIES
The Grand Valley Lanthorn is published under the 
authorization of the GVSU Newspaper Advisory Board.
(Corrections
At the Lanthorn we strive to bring you the most accurate news 
possible If we make a mistake, we want to make it right. If you find any 
errors of fact in the Lanthorn, let us know by calling (616) 331-2464 or by 
e-mailing editorial@lanthorn com
Lauren Fitch, News Editor 
news@lanthorn.com
Grand Valley Lanthorn A 
Monday, February 9, 2009 i
** GVL DIGEST
News in Brief
First GVSU baseball coach 
Salazar remembered
A former Grand Valley State 
University Spanish professor, 
who also coached the school’s 
first baseball team, passed 
away Jan. 25 at his home in 
Dunedin, Fla.
When Hugo Salazar joined 
the faculty of GVSU, it was 
just beginning.
Considered a pioneer of 
the school, he remained as the 
baseball coach for three years 
and as faculty until retirement 
in 1999 after serving GVSU 
for a dedicated 30 years.
Salazar is survived by his 
wife of 46 years, Laura Gardner 
Salazar and his daughter 
Catherine Salazar, who resides 
in California.
A memorial service will be 
10:30 am. April 18 at Faith 
United Methodist Church, 
2600 Seventh St. NW in Grand 
Rapids. A reception will follow 
at GVSU’s Alumni House in 
Allendale.
Hospitality major to benefit 
from partnership
GVSU and a newly- 
constructed Hyatt Place in 
Grand Rapids have announced 
a scholarship for Hospitality 
and Tourism Management 
majors. This scholarship will 
allow students to intern at 
the hotel and will provide 
important learning experiences 
for the program.
The program currently has 
500 students, and more than 95 
percent of graduating students 
either find a job in hospitality 
management or go on to 
graduate schools.
GVSU already has a strong 
partnership with other Hyatt 
Place Hotels; 25 percent of the 
staff are GVSU HTM graduates 
or current students, and this 
new scholarship will continue 
to expand the program.
Presidential bicentennial to 
bring history to life
Presidential debates today 
can sometimes draw little 
attention. However, that was 
not the case for Abraham 
Lincoln and Stephen Douglas, 
whose political debates lasted 
for hours and drew crowds 
of more than 15 JOOO. Topics 
ranged from the Constitution 
to the morality of the “peculiar 
institution.”
In honor of Lincoln’s 
B icentenn ial, the Gerald R. Ford 
Museum, 303 Pearl St. NW in 
downtown Grand Rapids, is 
hosting a reenactment of those 
debates.
Reenactors Jim Getty 
and Tim Connors will bring 
the debate to life during a 
celebration the event sponsored 
by GVSU’s Hauenstein Center 
for Presidential Studies. 
Lincoln vs. Douglas will take 
place Thursday at 7 p.m.
For more information, 
contact the Hauenstein Center 
for FVesidential Studies at (616) 
331-2770.
Lanthorn Literary Edition to 
give $100 for winters
The Grand Valley Lanthorn 
is seeking submissions for its 
Literary Edition, which will be 
published March 9.
The five categories are:
1. Art and Design
2. Illustration
3. Poetry
4. Photography
5. Prose/Short Story
The deadline is Feb. 20 at 5
p.m. and participants may enter 
up to three submissions per 
category.
One entry from each 
category will win $100, so 
long as there are at least three 
separate participants per 
category.
Not all submissions will 
be published and Lanthorn 
employees are not eligible to 
win.
However, a staff section 
will be offered.
Entries or questions may 
be directed to Managing 
Editor Jenny Whalen at 
managingeditor@ lanthorn. 
com or (616) 331-2893.
See more: Visit 
Lanthorn.com for
Relay for Life web 
exclusive story.
NEWS
Haas to advise national audience on sustainability
By Lauren Fitch
GVL News Editor
Grand Valley State University has earned an increasingly 
well-known reputation as a “green" school and at noon on 
Wednesday, President Thomas J. Haas will be sharing the 
secrets of GVSU’s environmental success in a national 
webcast.
The webcast, “Environmental 
Sustainability as a Strategic Policy 
Issue,” can be viewed from Kirkhof 
Center Room 2236, and will consist of a 
panel of four experts who will speak on 
promoting an institution’s sustainability 
from the board down as part of policy, 
education and good fiscal choices.
“One of my watchwords is
stewardship, and 1 believe sustainability 
fits very, very well in that regard,” Haas 
said. “It really was very fitting, in my opinion, as a university 
that embraces liberal education that sustainability under the 
context of stewardship be part of who GVSU is.”
The 2009 Kaplan College Guide named GVSU in the top 
25 “green” schools in the nation, among Duke University, 
Harvard University, Yale University and others.
Haas can be credited with starting a more aggressive 
sustainability movement in 2007 when he signed theTalloires 
Declaration and the American College and University 
FYesident’s Climate Commitment, showing GVSU’s
Haas
dedication to incorporating sustainability into its academic 
curriculum.
During the webcast, Haas will speak on ways to integrate 
sustainability into teaching, facilities, services and research. 
He will also discuss the implications of the triple bottom line, 
which means taking into account the social, environmental 
and economic impact of policy.
While the webcast will mostly be 
directed at the board and other decision­
making bodies, Haas said sustainability is 
something everyone can embrace from the 
board to the administration to the students.
“We’ve really moved from an 
initiative in 2004 to now we want to push 
into the future where we look into the 
community development along the lines of 
sustainability and provide some leadership 
and modeling,” Haas said.
Norman Christopher, director of the 
Sustainable Community Development 
Initiative at GVSU, has been involved in modeling 
sustainability since 2004.
“I am impressed by Haas' understanding and the relevance 
he brings to sustainability,” Christopher said. “The webcast 
exhibits the leadership he represents in this.”
He said the webcast is significant because it brings GVSU 
into a different class of university, giving the campus’ efforts 
national recognition.
“One of my 
watchwords is 
stewardship, and I 
believe sustainability 
fits very, very well in 
that regard.”
THOMAS J. HAAS
GVSU PRESIDENT
In past years. Christopher said he has seen a great response 
from faculty and students to sustainability efforts at GVSU.
The board refines policies and focuses decisions such 
as committing buildings on campus to be certified by the 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design as “green” 
facilities.
There are currently four LEED-certified 
buildings on campus and five more waiting 
to be certified, according to the SCDI Web 
site.
Christopher said GVSU’s greatest 
strength in regards to sustainability is its 
continued progress.
“This is a journey of continuous 
improvement,” he said.
He added the ultimate goal is to educate 
students enough on environmental matters 
to equip them to go into the community and 
solve a real problem.
Other experts on the panel for the webcast 
include Anthony Cortese, president of Second Nature; 
Leith Sharp, former sustainability coordinator at Harvard 
University; California Lt. Gov. John Garamendi, a trustee at 
California State University and Kathleen Crum McKinficy, 
chair of the board of trustees at Furman University.
Rich Novak of the Association of Governing Boards will 
moderate the webcast.
news @ lanthorn joom
Flu virus hits GR, pharmacy retaliates
Diplomat Pharmacy in GR starts nations 
first early flu detection program
By Lauren Fitch
GVL News Editor
Ru season is underway and 
concentrating heavily on certain 
schools in Grand Rapids, although 
one Grand 
Rapids pharmacy 
has instated a 
new program 
designed to curb 
the spread of the 
vims.
The nation's 
first influenza 
early detection 
program is 
in action at 
Diplomat 
Pharmacy of 
214 Fulton St.
E. in partnership 
with Ferris State University, in 
an effort to limit the number of 
people affected by the flu vims this 
season.
Shannon Ferguson,a pharmacist 
at Diplomat Pharmacy, approached 
Diplomat about starting the 
program and the pharmacy agreed, 
said Michael Klepser, a pharmacy 
professor at FSU.
“It will really make adifference,” 
Ferguson said. “It’s great for the 
community.”
The program allows pharmacy 
employees to diagnose and treat the 
flu in an attempt to catch the vims 
in its earliest stages.
Patients can request the 
treatment or will be randomly 
chosen to undergo the test.
Ferguson explained the 
pharmacists first ask the patient 
about their symptoms and then 
give them a nose swab to receive 
immediate results for a flu 
diagnosis.
A throat culture is also part of the 
procedure to deliver more accurate 
results within a few days.
Individuals diagnosed with 
the flu - five so far at Diplomat
Pharmacy - will either be referred 
back to their doctors or given 
medication immediately, free of 
charge.
Ferguson said the program will 
be effective 
because the 
pharmacy is 
dne of the first 
contacts people 
have with 
health care and 
it is especially 
important to 
catch the flu 
vims within 
48 hours of 
infection, 
otherwise 
medication 
becomes
useless.
“The flu season hasn’t been bad 
so far,” Ferguson said.
But private schools in Grand 
Rapids have experienced a different
story.
Four private schools halted 
classes for two days last week 
because of the high levels of 
absenteeism due to illness.
Immanuel St. James Lutheran 
School, St. Anthony of Padua 
School, Immaculate Heart of 
Mary School and Freedom Baptist 
School all closed down for a couple 
days as a significant portion of their 
student bodies were affected by the 
flu vims.
The policy at St. Anthony of 
Padua School, kindergarten through 
eighth grade, is if 20 percent of 
the students are absent, they close 
down.
DidiHillary.theschool secretary, 
said this is the first time the school 
has closed due to illness during her 
16 years at the school.
The Immaculate Heart of 
Mary School, grades kindergarten 
through eighth, has no set policy on 
the subject, but decided to cancel
“It takes two weeks 
for the vaccine to 
work. By then most of 
the flu season will be 
passed, but it's still a 
good idea.”
KIM TEW
CAMPUS HEALTH CENTER 
PHYSICIAN'S ASSISTANT
GVl Archive / Bailey Duemling
Sick day: Several schools in Grand Rapids dosed during last week because of high levels of absenteeism related to the flu. The 
Campus Health Center at GVSU has not experienced high levels of the flu, but some 350 vaccines have been given.
classes when 17 percent of students 
and staff were absent because of 
the vims.
Principal Kathleen Vafadari said 
the school was disinfected during 
the closure, and she now urges 
parents to keep their sick children 
home.
Allendale Public Schools have 
not been as drastically affected 
by the flu vims and Kim Tew, a 
physician’s assistant at the Grand 
Valley State University Campus
Health Center, said there has been 
no unusual spread of the vims on 
campus.
“The vims is already on campus 
a little," Tew said. “It has been a 
light season so far though.”
Tew agreed with Ferguson 
that treating the vims within the 
first 48 hours is critical, and she 
recommended getting the vaccine 
in advance.
“It takes two weeks for the 
vaccine to work,” Tew said. “By
then most of the flu season will be 
passed, but it’s still a good idea."
The Health Center reported 
giving about 350 vaccines this year 
to GVSU students, faculty and their 
children from both campuses. The 
cost of the vaccine is $25.
Tew said the majority of reported 
infections show the vims matches 
the vaccine administered this year, 
which is a good sign for all those 
already vaccinated.
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Ninety-eight percent of students favor stability balls over traditional chairs
By Ellen Hensel
GVL Assistant News Editor
When movement science professor John Kilboume 
read an article about a teacher using stability balls in a 
special education classroom, he thought, why not try it at a 
university?
So that is exactly what he did.
Receiving a $1500 grant from the Pew Center for 
Research and Teaching, Kilboume purchased 24 stability 
balls and storage racks.
Then, last semester, 52 students in four Movement
Courtesy Photo I Bernadine Carey Tucker 
Rolling perch: Professor John Kilboume teaches his Movement 
Science 101 class to an attentive audience seated on stability balls
KllkenriM
ience 101 classes at Grand Valley State 
liversity participated in the research, 
ing on the balls during lectures, group 
ivities and exams.
At the end of the semester, Kilboume 
hered information from the students 
j was shocked at what he found.
“I found that 98 percent of the students 
lo used them wanted them in every 
iss,” Kilboume. who will be publishing 
. research in the future, said. “It could 
illy revolutionize how we sit in classes, 
jdents focused better, paid attention better.”
In a way. students did not really have a choice about paying 
ention. Falling asleep on a stability ball could floor them. 
Only one student who used them regularly did not think 
:y should be implemented in all classrooms.
Kilboume's study focused on many different facets of 
ucation, including the ability to pay attention, concentrate. 
;e notes, engage in classroom discussions and take exams, 
while balancing on these stability balls.
In all seven categories, the mean response was positive. 
Freshman Andrea Chilcote. an athletic training major, 
us one of the students who responded positively to the 
periment.
“It helped me focus because when you are sitting in a 
air and it has been a long time, you can start to get sleepy.” 
lilcote said. “Moving around wakes you back up and 
ikes you able to pay attention and you can listen to the
lecture longer.”
Kilboume plans to finish up the experiment by comparing 
students who sit in regular desks to those on the stability 
balls.
However, he is not the only researcher to see the benefits 
between exercise and learning.
In his book “Spark: The Revolutionary New Science of 
Exercise and the Brain.” Harvard professor John J. Ratey 
addressed the connection saying, “In addition to priming 
our state of mind, exercise influences learning directly, at the 
cellular level, improving the brain’s potential to log in and 
process new information."
Chilcote said she would use the stability balls in any of 
her classes and the university should look to implementing a 
similar program.
“I think it should be (implemented), but if they don’t have 
balls, some other form of seat to keep you moving,” Chilcote 
said. “It doesn’t necessarily have to be stability balls, just 
something to get your body moving.”
For now, Kilboume will continue to use these stability 
balls, but he said he hopes the research he found will go 
beyond the movement science department.
“When I walk into my classes, it adds so much color and 
they can do everything on them,” Kilboume said. “We can 
have classroom discussions and they sometimes bob up and 
down and stretch to the side. I didn't find it being a distraction 
whatsoever. My goal would be every class to have a rack of 
them.”
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Mimicking models
;
booking up to a celebrity or a public figure 
may not be so bad, but mimicking their 
ijegative behavior can be flirting with 
dangerous grounds.
• Did you feel yourself fighting the urge to get pregnant when Jamie 
Ltynn Spears announced her soon-to-be motherhood?
I What about Olympic champion and record-breaker Michael Phelps? 
h|is recent public pot-smoking ways surely made you light one up.
No matter where we turn in society, celebrities and public figures 
are engrossed in the drama and the scandal of their actions. There’s 
nothing wrong with making your own decision and then facing the 
consequences, but the line is crossed when these public figures are 
influencing younger generations to follow in their negative footsteps.
» When Spears announced her pregnancy, young teenage girls 
scampered at the chance for motherhood. Some even went so far as 
t<) make a pact to become pregnant while still being in high school. 
Sjpears has been an icon to young girls, but her behavior doesn’t 
vjarrant that.
! Why can’t young girls look up to inspiring women, such as 
Hjeyonce, who actually put the time and effort into her relationship 
v^ith husband Jay-Z? Maybe then there would be more young girls 
aipiring to finish school, find a career and then focus on a relationship.
J Looking up to public figures doesn’t always have to be a bad thing, 
blit when Facebook statuses show that somebody is “smoking pot like 
Niichael Phelps,’’ questions need some answers.
\ Follow the good things that public figures do and ignore the rest, 
itfs OK to use them as a light for when times are dark, but your life 
shouldn’t depend on it.
iJetter to the editor---------------------------------
{ I am writing to you in regards 
to two opinion articles that were 
published in the Lanthorn recently.
Ag the president of Eyes Wide Open. 
C^and Valley State University’s sexual 
assault awareness student organization, 
I Jepresent our group in expressing 
pr disappointment with some of the 
njaterial included in these articles.
* The article “Use Facebook, Get 
ljud,” published on Jan. 12, mentioned 
striking in a comical manner and the 
second article, “F^ill Your Own Hair 
Bjck,” published Feb. 2, mentioned 
ritae in a joking manner.
1 We understand these articles 
wpre in the opinion section of the 
Ljmthom, but these jokes were about 
a very serious and traumatic crime 
that affects a great number of people.
Ill fact, 8 percent of all women and 2 
percent of all men are stalked during 
tl^ir lifetime (according to Security 
N^orld). Also, 1 -in-5 GVSU women 
ft being the survivor of sexual 
ult.and 1 -in-15 GVSU men report 
the same (according to ALERT Labs 
nual anonymous random sample 
2006).
Based on these statistics, it is a 
certainty that some students who read 
these articles are victims of stalking 
and sexual assault. We are concerned 
about the affect that these articles may 
have had on these students.
As peer educators, we recognize the 
effects that our words and actions can 
have on these individuals and others.
As stated, our organization works 
to spread awareness of sexual assault, 
which includes the topics of stalking 
and rape. We are writing to simply 
make you aware that these articles 
made some students uncomfortable 
and these articles further the 
perpetuation of these crimes and 
lessoned their impact by making them 
into a joke.
This type of humor lessens the 
crime and makes victims of these 
crimes feel that any suffering or 
hurt that they have experienced is 
unwarranted.
Jamie Hirzel 
GVSU senior 
Eyes Wide Open
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Valley Vote
Should GVSU comply with freezing 
tuition rates for next year?
Yes: 84%
♦>
pext issue’s question:
%
Should students have the option to 
sit on stability balls during class?
No: 16%
^ x Vote online at
r) Lanthorn.com
GVL OPINION POLICY
• The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley 
ljmthom opinion page is to stimulate 
discussion and action on topics of interest 
to the Grand Valley Community.
J Student opinions do not reflect those of 
tfle Grand Valley ljmthom
| The Grand Valley L^nthorn welcomes 
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles 
of expression for reader opinions: letters 
tq the editor, guest columns and phone 
responses.
I Letters mast include the author's name 
aid be accompanied by current picture 
klentihcation if dropped off in person. 
I Otters will be checked by an employee of 
tff: Grand Valley lanthorn.
f Letters appear as space permits each
issue. The limit for letter length is one 
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and 
condense letters and columns for length 
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn will not be 
held responsible for errors that appear in 
print as a result of transcribing handwritten 
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author may be withheld 
for compelling reasons.
The content. information and 
views expressed are not approved by 
nor necessarily represent those of the 
university, its Board of Trustees, officers, 
faculty and staff.
LAST NIGHT I SPIT OUT MV BROCCOLI WHEN MY
MOM WASNT LOOKING THEN I STAYED AWAKE
PAST MV BEDTIME AND SNUCK INTO THE KITCHEN
AND STOLE SOME COOKIES FROM THE COOKIE JAR
LAST NIGHT. I SKIPPED CLASS AND PARTIED 
ALL NIGHT WITH THE GUYS I GOT SO WASTED 
I THREW UP THREE TIMES, AND THEN WE
DROVE DOWNTOWN
GVL / Jake Bowen
YOUR INSIGHTS
What is your impression of this year's 23rd 
annual Presidents' Ball?
"It's a great experience 
for Grand Valley 
students to get out and 
have a good time. I 
really like the Classics 
theme of this year's 
event. It is really a classy 
event."
Donna St. Louis
Junior
Classics and French 
Midland, Mich.
"It's a lot less lame than 
I thought it would be.
I just expected it to be 
like a high school dance, 
but it's less lame and 
I mean that as a good 
thing."
Renee Mayes
Senior
Latin Secondary Education 
Livonia, Mich.
"I really like the Classics 
motif this year. (The 
theme) is a personal 
aesthetic. I also really 
like the shuttles, it was 
a good idea."
"They made it pretty 
easy to get here, and it's 
a good reason to dress 
up. But one suggestion 
I have is they should 
up the ticket prices and 
make it an open bar."
"It's actually a really 
nice option, how it's 
another version of high J 
school prom. You get to ;• 
get all dazzled before 
hand, except they have 
alcohol (here)."
Jack Gavin
Grad Student
Accounting
Grand Rapids, Mich.
Trevor CoMard
Sophomore 
Digital Animation 
Grand Haven, Mich.
Vanessa Tran Phan
GVSU Alumna 
Biomedical Science 
Wyoming, Mich.
GVL STUDENT OPINION
Where are we running?
Greg M.
Schumaker |f~ jct
<i\ t. CallWilfist
Today Nicole wants to go 
to Hawaii.
Last week she was raving 
about how wise it would be to 
head into the medical sector. 
There’s always going to be 
sick people for lawyers like her 
to defend.
Now she wants to join 
Teach for America — in the 
Aloha state. Good for me, I 
could tag along and get my 
doctorate in creative writing. It 
would be a modest change of 
scenery.
This is a portrait of friends 
as college seniors in the year 
2009, on the day when The 
New York Times reported 
that 598JOOO jobs were lost in
January.
A couple of weeks ago 
Shavon visited FYinceton. Now 
she’s optioning a move to 
Chicago. Lorenzo’s producing 
a movie in the film department; 
he’s got a little longer until 
graduation. Rachael’s going 
to become a professional chef 
and cook for us when we’re 
poor. Stephanie’s got some 
time left at Kendall before 
she starts making millions 
at a design firm. Mike’s one 
step ahead in Texas, getting 
his master’s in stage direction. 
Jamie’s going to be able to mn 
a child care center with the 
flick of her wrist.
For most of us, this will 
be the first time a kid in the 
family has gotten a college 
degree. It should be cause for 
celebration. I mean, there’s 
going to be a huge party in 
May — forme!
But it feels measly. The 
world around us is shrinking
and blowing up, depending 
which day of the week it is. All 
we can worry about is where 
we’re going next, what schools 
to apply to, when to take this 
test and that test and how on 
earth we’re going to pay for it.
Occasionally, we find time 
to eat.
This isn’t a complaint. 
Really, it’s a reality check. This 
degree someone’s going to 
hand me in a couple months 
isn’t a key to fame, fortune 
and eternal happiness. No, it’s 
a passport to more years of 
grueling work.
It’s a piece of paper worth 
four years, thousands of dollars 
of debt, tested friendships and 
failed relationships. It also 
claims you learned a lot. You 
survived.
Yes, we know we cannot 
stop. And Nicole, Shavon, 
Lorenzo, Rachael, Stephanie, 
Mike, Jamie and I wouldn’t 
have it any other way. We are
driven by a deplorable fear of 
failure.
Which is why we’ll take 
a moment to relax at our 
graduation parties, frame 
our degrees and hang them 
on a prominent wall. Just 
know we’ll still be biting our 
nails, editing our resumes 
and panicking about which 
graduate schools to choose, 
which jobs to accept, how 
we’re going to find money and 
how on earth we’re going to 
move all our junk.
There’s half a million less 
jobs and millions more people 
to compete with every day. 
We’ve got to take them all on, 
make plenty of cash. Sometime 
soon we’re supposed to find 
love, have kids.
Just don’t ask us how. We’ll 
figure it (Hit. There’s always 
Hawaii.
%schumaker@ lanthorn .com
It's your freedom of speech - but I can ignore you
Even though it was still 
freezing today, the sun was 
bright and I had to bust out 
my sexy aviators in order to 
dull the glare of the snow. It 
reminded me that soon the 
snow would melt.
And while the ground 
thaws and the new grass 
begins to grow, there is 
another animal that will 
awake from hibernation and 
once again patrol the free 
speech zone on Grand Valley 
State University’s campus 
— super-ultra devote 
Christians.
The campus wouldn’t 
seem right without them 
yelling and condemning
anyone who passes by to hell 
for having allergies, because 
only those entrenched with 
sin catch cold.
My favorite example 
of how they take text out 
of the Bible and then twist 
the meaning is when they 
proclaim the gospel truth is 
that all raped and molested 
women have participated in 
sex, are no longer pure and 
therefore are going to spend 
an eternity boiling in the 
fiery pits of hell.
You get more flies with 
honey than you do vinegar 
and clearly this is a perfect 
example. Why yell at people 
and tell them they’re wrong?
Even if you did believe 
sex before marriage is 
wrong, telling someone 
who’s already crossed that 
bridge they’re going to hell 
doesn’t do anything. All it 
does is make them defensive
and angry that someone who 
doesn’t even know them is 
judging them.
The whole thing is a 
crock. Those same Christian 
groups have in the past 
contacted the Grand Valley 
lanthorn in an attempt to 
get coverage on days they’re 
going to be on campus.
Have you ever wondered 
why those “Christians” stand 
in the middle of campus and 
allow people to spit and cuss 
at them while they testify to 
their beliefs?
You have to sign up for 
the free speech zones in 
advance to even use them. 
And when they sit there, we 
walk by and tell them how 
lame they are, they take it all 
in because they feel they are 
being a martyr for the cause.
They cannot be silenced. 
They cannot be turned away. 
But there is one thing we
can do that would crush their 
little crazy spirits and make 
them scurry back in their 
holes.
We can ignore them.
Imagine if not a single 
person on campus even 
noticed they were there. 
They’d be so sad. I think it 
might actually break them. 
Wouldn’t that be wonderful?
In their minds they are 
not being a good Christian if 
they are not testifying their 
beliefs to the masses. What 
would be left for them if we 
refuse to hear them?
We cannot deny them 
their right to free speech, 
and we shouldn't.
However, we do still have 
the choice not to hear them, 
not to listen to them and not 
to let them ruin our sunny, 
sin-filled day.
navery® lanthorn xom
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lakerlife@lanthorn.com LAKER LIFE Grand Valley Lanthorn Monday, February 9, 2009
GVSU celebrates Black History Month
"The State of Our Children's 
Education:
Past, Present & Future"
Tuesday — 6 to 9 p.m. 
Loosemore Auditorium,
DeVos Center
A panel discussion with Df, 
Bernard Taylor, Dr. Walter: 
Brame, Ingrid Scott-Weekleyj 
■and Roth tones w4l drawi 
On their experience to shed 
light on tlie past, present and 
future of the inner city public] 
education system.
"Black Music, Black 
Power! Jazz and the Civil 
Rights Revolution"
Friday — 6 to 9 p.m. 
Loosemore Auditorium,
DeVos Center
A performance by "Sweet" 
Willie Singleton and The 
Cooper, Hay, Van Lente Group 
will follow a presentation by 
GVSU assistant professor of 
history Craig Benjamin, who 
will discuss the history of 
jazz and its relationship to 
the civil rights movement.
Events dealing with 
race, achievements 
of Black individuals 
held in February
By Allison Bleeker
GVL Staff Writer
When people think of 
February, the first thin£ that 
comes to mind is probably 
Valentine’s Day.
However, February is more 
than just hearts and chocolate, 
as it is also celebrated as Black 
History Month.
Grand Valley State University 
celebrates Black History Month 
with several events throughout 
February that deal with issues 
of race and celebrate the many 
accomplishments of Blacks 
throughout the years.
Several GVSU students 
said they felt the celebration 
of Black History Month will 
help students understand the 
struggles that Blacks have 
endured throughout history.
“There are so many great 
African-American men and 
women who have contributed 
so much to this country, and it’s 
essential for us to remember 
them and recognize how far 
Black people have come in 
this country and how many
great things Black people have 
achieved, invented and fought 
for,” said junior Chantelle 
Collum. “It’s also important 
because not too long ago, 
Black people couldn’t even 
go to school or pursue their 
education or even had rights. As 
a Black woman, I am thankful 
for the people 
who made it 
possible for 
me to be at 
GVSU today.”
Junior 
Jemeia Durr 
said she
celebrates 
Black History 
Month to show 
respect to the 
people who 
struggled for 
equal rights in 
society.
“I feel 
that Black History 
important because 
a time for us to highlight the 
individual accomplishments 
of those that came before us,” 
she said. “It is very important 
to me because without their 
hard work I would not be 
where I am today, especially 
not attending a predominantly 
white institution. Minority 
students can feel proud that the 
accomplishments of those that
“This is a month to 
challenge yourself 
to become informed 
about other historical 
Black figures, beyond 
Dr. King and Rosa 
Parks, who are just as 
important.”
LAUREN COWAN
GVSU SENIOR
Month is 
it allows
came before them are not going 
unnoticed.”
Because GVSU was founded 
around the time of the civil 
rights movement, the university 
and its history will always be 
synonymous with Black rights, 
said junior Shingi Mavima.
“The story of (GVSU) can 
never really be 
separated from 
that chapter 
of American 
history, and 
the progress 
in one is 
something 
that should be 
reflected in 
the other and 
vice versa,’’ he 
said. “To me, 
Black History 
Month is more 
ofaconscience 
issue than a 
celebratory one. Maybe it’s 
because I am a Black person 
from outside the U.S., but I feel 
like the Black community’s 
successes are becoming so 
significant and numerous that 
they can no longer be contained 
within a moment. Black culture 
is now imprinted on American 
society, thus Black History 
Month now holds relevance for 
reflective purposes only.”
While it is good to celebrate
many of the predominant 
figures in Black history, people 
should challenge themselves to 
learn more about lesser-known 
members of Black history 
as well, said senior Lauren 
Cowan.
“It is important that GVSU 
celebrates (Black History 
Month), as well as Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, because it 
allows the student body, faculty 
and staff members to educate 
themselves about historical 
Black people,” she said. “It is 
also important to give homage 
to those who not only shaped 
the Black community, but those 
who have shaped this nation. 
This is a month to challenge 
yourself to become informed 
about other historical Black 
figures, beyond Dr. King and 
Rosa Parks, who are just as 
important.”
Black History Month events 
will be taking place throughout 
the month of February. For a 
list of events, visit the Office 
of Multicultural Affairs Web 
site at http://www.gvsu.edu/ 
oma.
ableeker@Uinthorn.com
®See more: VisitLanthorn.com for an
IFC recruitment recap
"The Black Church and Black Religion After Obama"
Feb. 18 — 4 to 6 p.m.
Kirkhof Center Room 2263
Dr. Randal Jelks will .use his research in the area of Black 
religious, urban and civil rights history to speak on the impact 
of President Barack Obama on the Black church. Jelks is an 
associate professor of American Studies at the University of 
Kansas and a former Calvin College professor. ’
"Light Skin vs. Dark Skin"
Feb. 19 —6 to 8 p.m.
Kirkhof Center Room 2270 •
Join a discussion on the notion that light skinned people of color have more privileges 
than dark skinned people of color. The discussion will be facilitated by Demarra Gardner, 
who will also dissect the historical Willie Lynch Papers. The Willie Lynch Papers are 
an alleged speech given in Virginia in 1712 by Willie Lynch, a wealthy West Indies 
plantation owner.
Black Facts Tuesday
Members of Omega Psi Phi
at GVSU will distribute in
formational leaflets around
the Allendale and Pew cam
puses. During each Tuesday
in February, leaflets will
be distributed containing
information of prominent
Blacks who have positively
impacted American society.
In particular, leaflets have
been created to Shed light
on influential Blacks whose
accomplishments-have gone
unnoticed
From the Cradle to the
Prison
Feb. 26 — 6 to 8 p.m
Kirkhof Center Room 2204.
Ron Browder will present
statistics and discuss what
can be done to address racism
and discrimination that exist
in the Federal Correction and
Policing System in the U S
Browder is the executive
director of Children's Defense 
Fund-Ohio.
’Event mfomation complied by, 
GVL Lakei -Life Editor 
Lauren Sitwt.T
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More than 4300 Grand Valley State University students and their guests attended this year « 23rd annual 
Presidents’ Ball at the DeVos Place Ballroom Friday night. President Thomas J. Haas and a chorus of
administrators serenaded guests with a rendition of “We Are Family*' and a fellow guest proposed to his 
girlfriend in front of a 4,000-something audience. D James Productions set the beat and students danced into the
night to classic tunes, original remixes and recent chart-toppers - all the while showing off their flashiest moves.
I f f**
Matt Kuzawa, Sports Editor
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Men's win streak ends with two losses
rv-: T(
Findlay, Hillsdale smash 
men s basketball six- 
game win streak with 
last minute victory shots
By Jared Greenleaf
GVl. Staff Writer
After winning six games in a row, the 
men’s basketball team looked to go on the 
road and extend its streak. However, the 
weekend trip was an unfriendly one for the 
Grand Valley State University leakers as 
they suffered a 86-83 defeat to the Hillsdale 
College Chargers in overtime on Saturday.
“We were never able to stop (them),” 
said GVSU head coach Ric Wesley. “I 
was very disappointed in our defensive 
effort. Our overall 
aggressiveness, 
awareness and
positioning was not 
good. In the games 
we play well, we play 
good defense and 
rebound the ball. We 
did none of that.”
Trailing 73-72 with 
21 seconds remaining, 
the Lakers took the 
lead by forcing a 
Charger turnover, as 
sophomore forward 
Justin Ringler scored 
a three-point play with 
11 seconds remaining.
However, H i 1 lsdale s Tyler Gerber made 
a layup to tie the game as time expired. All 
15 of Gerber’s points came in the second 
half and overtime.
“(Gerber’s) an active player and we 
kind of lost track with him,” Wesley said. 
“We were never able to get a favorable 
matchup on him.”
The leakers (15-6,10-6 GL1AC) led by 
as many as 10 points in the first half, and 
held an eight-point lead in the second half, 
but were never able to finish.
Ringler said when the Lakers, a 
defensive-minded team, have to become an 
offensive team, it is very difficult to win.
"This whole season has been built 
on being able to stop the other team,” he
“We were never able 
to stop (them). I was 
very disappointed 
in our defensive 
effort. Our overall 
aggressiveness... and 
positioning was 
not good.”
RIC WESLEY
GVSU HEAD COACH
said. “It doesn’t put as much energy on 
the offense. When we have to rely on our 
offense, we have a lot less of a chance to 
come out with the win.”
Sophomore forward Toreau Brown led 
the way for the Lakers with 21 points and 
eight rebounds, while senior forward Pete 
Trammell added 22 points.
On Thursday, the Lakers fought 
valiantly against the top-ranked University 
of Findlay, but were unable to make the 
comeback, losing 69-62.
Trailing by as many as 13 points 
throughout, GVSU refused to give up, 
cutting the Oiler lead to 59-57 with a 
Brown layup and two minutes remaining. 
However, the Oilers out-scored the Leakers 
10-5 in the final minutes, earning eight 
points from the free-throw line.
GVSU turned the ball 
over 20 times resulting in 
21 Oiler points.
Even in the loss, 
Wesley said he thought 
the Lakers did a solid 
job defensively against a 
team that relies a lot on 
the three-point shot.
“We really forced 
them into a lot of missed 
shots,” Wesley said, 
whose team held the 
Oilers to 4-of-19 from 
beyond the arc. “They are 
a very good three-point 
shooting team. One of the 
keys coming in the game was to guard the 
three-pointer and I thought we did a pretty 
good job of doing that.”
Trammell scored 19 points to lead the 
Lakers, while senior guard Jennet Smith 
scored 11 and dished out five assists.
Senior Bobby Tieman said for the team 
to improve off these losses, they will have 
to come out more aggressive.
“We will have to come out with more 
intensity, and sustain our energy throughout 
the entire game, if we want to win,” he 
said.
The Lakers will take on Northern 
Michigan University at the Fieldhouse 
Arena Thursday at 8 p.m.
jgreenleaf@ lanthorn £om
Selgo elected to Dll council chair
■
Grand Valley State University Athletics Director Tim Selgo has been 
elected to chair the NCAA Division II Management Council.
Selgo, already a member of the council, will replace New Haven Athletics 
Director Debbie Chin. Selgo's term on the council will last through the 
2010 Convention.
In 13 years as the Athletics director at GVSU, Selgo has led the school to five 
consecutive Directors' Cups and 10 straight GLIAC President's Trophies.
GVl Archive / Luke Hotwagner
Body block: Sophomore forward Justin Ringler goes up for a contested layup during a previous game against Wayne State University in the Fieldhouse 
Arena. GVSU's men's basketball team lost both its weekend matchups, and will play Northern Michigan University at home on Thursday at 8 p.m.
Courtesy Photo / Eric Stoike
New additions: The Laker football team gears up for a new season by bringing in 36 recruits for one of the largest classes ever The names of the new 
recruits were announced at the Football Center and Web casted to the world via http:/A«ww gvsulakers.com at 3 p.m. Wednesday.
Sign here: Laker football 
picks up 36 athletes for 2009
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Sports Editor
In what was projected to be a small 
class because of limited funds, the 
Grand Valley State University football 
program signed 36 student athletes to 
play for the Lakers in 2009.
Head coach Chuck Martin said the 
2009 class is most likely the biggest class 
recruited since his arrival at GVSU.
“We try to find as many as we can 
that will fit our system and when we 
run out of money we stop recruiting," 
he said.
Of the 36 players that signed national 
letters of intent during last Wednesday’s 
national signing day, 32 of them are 
from the state of Michigan. Wednesday 
was the first chance for high school 
recruits to formally commit to a school, 
with many of them fulfilling their verbal
commitment to the Lakers.
GVSU Athletic Director Tim Selgo 
said the number is especially impressive 
considering the program only lost 
eight players from last year’s squad to 
graduation.
“ We ’ re getti ng recru its for less money, 
even when they are being offered more 
from other schools,” he said.
Many players in the class turned down 
Division I scholarship offers, opting to 
play for the Division II Lakers instead. 
Because GVSU is a Division II school, 
the scholarship offers are considerably 
less than what the Division I programs 
can offer.
“We explain to them that it doesn’t 
necessarily mean they like you more,” 
Martin said. “They have twice as much 
money as us, therefore they’re going to 
(offer) more money.”
Martin said during recruiting he
explained to the players not only the 
value of being in not only the football 
program for four or five years, but also 
the value of being at GVSU and in West 
Michigan.
“You try to sell the whole package,” 
he said. “It doesn’t work all the time 
but that’s what you try to do. That 
dollar amount is certainly part of the 
equation.”
The emphasis in this class was on the 
quarterback position where the Lakers 
picked up 10 athletes who played 
quarterback at their respective high 
schools. However, the Lakers recruited 
only four of them to play quarterback for 
the program, with the others converting 
to other skill positions such as wide 
receiver or defensive back.
Even though many of the high school 
athletes received their praise on the 
See Sign, B2
Trammell reaches 1,000-point milestone
Senior forward Pete 
Trammell shoots into 
GV basketball history 
scoring 1,000 points
By Jared Greenleaf
GVl. Staff Writer
In Thursday night’s 69-62 loss against 
the University of Findlay, Grand Valley 
State University 
senior forward Pete 
Trammell connected 
on the 115th three- 
pointer of his career 
early in the first half.
The shot from long 
distance not only 
scored three points 
for his team, but shot 
Trammell into Ixiker 
basketball history, 
becoming just the 
30th player to score 
more than I J(XX) 
points in his career at GVSU.
“It’s definitely been great to be a part 
of such an elite group,” he said. “It’s truly 
been a blessing for me to be up there with 
some of the great players in the past, like 
(Jason Jimerson and Callistus Eziukwu), 
guys who I used to play with.”
Trammell finished the game with 
19 points on 7-of-13 shooting, sinking 
three three-pointers against the unbeaten 
Oilers.
GVSU head coach Ric Wesley said 
Trammell has been a joy to coach this 
season and throughout his entire career.
“Pete’s been an outstanding player, 
and has been a big part of our program 
in the four years he’s been here,” he said. 
“He’s been our team leader this year 
He’s doing everything we ask of him and 
more, and has been very vocal in leading 
this group. It’s been a lot of fun coaching 
him. and he’s learned so much.”
Wesley is not the only one happy 
about Trammell’s remarkable feat.
“He’s been unbelievable for us this 
season,” said sophomore forward Justin 
Ringler. “It’s so amazing because he’s 
such an unselfish player, but at the same 
time, he’s a great scorer. I’m just so happy
for what he does for our team. He’s a 
great leader, and he’s worked really hard. 
He truly deserves this accomplishment.”
Trammell added during the game, he 
did not think of the milestone much.
“It came to me in the back of my mind 
for a second, but I was so focused on the 
game and winning — it went away really 
quick," he said.
With the individual milestone clearly 
behind him now, Trammell wants to 
focus on more team- 
oriented goals in his last 
games as a leaker.
“It’s a great thing to 
achieve, but now I’m 
working toward getting 
better, not just with my 
game, but the tearp’s 
game and team goals." 
he said. "The team's 
goal is improvement 
heading into the 
postseason. Anything 
can happen once the 
postseason begins.”
jgreenleaf® lanthorn xrorn
GVl Archive / Luke Hotwagner 
Record hold: Senior forward Pete Trammf II
“(Pete Trammell's) 
been unbelievable for 
us this season. It's 
so amazing because 
he's such an unselfish 
player...”
JUSTIN RINGLER
GVSU SOPHOMORE
• • • ♦
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Women’s basketball nails 
buzzer-beater win
By Emanuel Johnson
GVL Staff Writer
Finishing off the tail end of a 
four-game road trip, the Grand 
Valley State University women’s 
basketball team experienced 
both victory and defeat this 
past weekend. GVSU picked 
up a 71-70 buzzer-beater win 
over the University of Findlay 
and suffered a 
75-66 loss to 
No. 7 Hillsdale 
College.
The Lakers 
(16-5, 12-4
GLIAC) had 
*a rough start 
against Findlay 
facing nine- 
point deficits 
at two different 
points during 
the second half. The team 
battled back and cut the Oiler 
lead down to one point with 43 
seconds left in the first half, but 
senior Findlay forward Ashley 
Westenbarger hit two back-to- 
back three-pointers to push her 
team’s lead back to seven before 
the end of half.
“We've been road 
warriors long enough 
We're excited to get 
back home.”
JANEL BURGESS
GVSU HEAD COACH
“It took us a while in the first 
half to get started," said senior 
forward Kim Wyngaard. “We 
weren’t getting the defensive 
stops that we needed. But once 
we went into halftime we re­
evaluated our defensive strategy 
and came out a lot stronger.”
The Lakers battled back in the 
second half as the momentum 
swung back and forth between 
the two teams. 
GVSU took 
a 67-65 lead 
with a little 
more than 
three minutes 
left, but the 
Oilers put 
together a 
few fast break 
points to go 
up by three.
After a pair of free throws 
from GVSU freshman guard 
Emma Veach cut the lead back 
to one, the Lakers got the ball 
back with 32 seconds left and 
called a time out.
Veach came out of the time 
out and missed a jumper that 
would have given the Lakers the 
lead. However, junior Lauren
GVl Archive / Pete Tabberer
Hover: Sophomore Kara Crawford jumps for a shot during a previous game in the 
Fieldhouse Arena. The GVSU women's basketball team will rematch U P. teams Thursday.
Buresh nabbed the offensive 
rebound and put the ball back 
up for what would be the game­
winning shot with four seconds 
left.
“It was my only choice,” 
Buresh said. “Once I got the 
board, I knew I had to put it back 
up. I really didn’t realize I had 
even made the shot until I got to 
half court.”
Time ran out in the game 
before Findlay had a chance to 
get a shot off.
“It was huge to be able to get 
a win like that coming off of the 
trip to the (Upper Peninsula),” 
said GVSU head coach Janel 
Burgess. “Emma (Veach) took 
a good shot down the stretch 
there, and Lauren did her job 
and grabbed the rebound and 
was able to put it back up. It was 
very exciting to say the least, 
and as a whole I was very proud 
of them.”
Sophomore guard Elizabeth 
Van Tiflin led the team with a 
double-double with 14 points 
and 11 rebounds. Buresh finished 
with 12 points and seven boards 
off of the bench.
GVSU had a much more 
daunting task heading into its 
matchup with Hillsdale. The 
team’s largest lead was by one 
point with three minutes left in 
the second half. And, although 
the Lakers kept the score close, 
they were not able to regain the 
lead.
The difference for the 
Chargers was in their 6-foot 
senior forward Katie Cezat, 
who finished with a monster 
double-double at 38 points and 
23 rebounds.
“The whole conference has 
been having a problem matching 
up with her.” Burgess said. “We 
weren’t physical enough with 
her. We played well against 
her in the first half, but in the 
second we didn’t do a great job 
of putting her in situations that 
made it harder for her to score.”
The Lakers will head back 
to Allendale this weekend for 
Upper Peninsula rematches with 
Northern Michigan University 
on Thursday and Michigan 
Technological University on 
Saturday.
“We’ve been road warriors 
long enough,” Burgess said. 
“We’re excited to get back 
home.”
ejohnson @ lanthorn .com
Sign
continued from page B1
offensive side of the ball, most of 
them also made plays on defense 
as well, said GVSU Defensive 
Coordinator Matt Mitchell. This 
will lead to long debates between 
coaches over which side of the 
ball the players will play on.
“I think we’re looking for 
guys that show on tape that they 
have football skills” he said. 
“(But) obviously on defense you 
like to see tape of kids hitting and 
mashing people. We’re going to 
have some fights on who’s going 
to end up where.”
During the recruiting process.
Mitchell said the coaches are 
pretty up-front with the players 
about playing defense instead of 
offense, and most of the players 
just want a chance to get on the 
field. However, the decision will 
not be made until summer camp 
begins.
Despite the absence of a 
true linebacker in the 2009 
class, Mitchell downplayed the 
importance of signing one in this 
class because of the depth and 
talent of the younger linebackers 
already in the program. The 
leakers are returning nine starters 
on defense.
I n need of a future place-kicker 
after losing senior Todd Carter,
the Lakers were able to sign 
Ryan Stokes from Merrillville, 
Ind..despite having almost every 
school in the Midwest recruiting 
him.
“Those are the kind of kids 
you are excited about and feel 
that maybe you pulled one off,” 
Martin said.
Stokes, who is ranked as the 
14th best kicker in the nation by 
ESPN, will battle current junior 
Justin Trumble for place kicking 
duties this fall, Martin said.
“We hope ESPN knows what 
they’re talking abouthe said.
sports@ lanthorn .com
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Women's Basketball Recap
Hillsdale College 75, GVSU 66 
GVSU (16-5, 12-4 GUI AC)
GVSU 26
Hillsdale College 29
40 — 66 
46 - 75
GVl Archive / Pete Tabberer 
High hands: Freshman Maddie Burnett 
jumps up for a shot during a previous 
game in the Fieldhouse Arena. The 
GVSU women's basketball team has 
their next home game on Thursday.
Emma Veach 8-13 2-2 21 
Lauren Buresh 2-3 5-8 11 
Jasmine Padin 3-13 3-4 10 
Kara Crawford 4-8 0-0 8 
Kim Wyngaard 3-10 0-0 6 
Kelly Kretz 2-5 0-3 5
Elizabeth Van Tiflin 1-3 0-1 3 
Jocelyn Ingram 1-3 0-0 2 
Caren Rydquist 0-0 0-0 0 
Jessica Trambley 0-0 0-0 0 
Maddie Burnett 0-1 0-0 0 
Totals 24-59 10-1866
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Three-point goals
GVSU 8-21 (Veach 3-3; Buresh 2-2; 
Padin 1-8; Kretz 1-2; Van Tiflin 
Wyngaard 0-3)
Hillsdale College 3-12 
Fouled out 
GVSU - None 
Hillsdale College — None
Rebounds
GVSU 33 (Van Tiflin 8)
I -3; Hillsdale College 38 (Katie Cezat 23) 
Assists
GVSU 10 (Padin 6)
Hillsdale College 23 (Brooke Knight 9)
Total fouls
GVSU 19, Hillsdale College 16
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Men's Basketball Recap
Hillsdale College 86, GVSU 83 
GVSU (15-6,10-6 GLIAC)
GVSU 32 43
Hillsdale College 30 45
8 83
86
Pete Trammell 7-15 4-4 22 
Toreau Brown 5-8 11-12 21 
Justin Ringler4-I0 7-8 15 
Wes Trammell 3-6 0-0 9 
Bobby Tieman 4-6 0-0 8 
Nick West 1-2 4-4 6
Jerret Smith 0-1 2-2 2 
Anthony Ianni 0-0 0-0 0 
Mike Przydzial 0-10-0 0 
Alvin Storrs 0-2 0-0 0
Totals 24-51 28-30 83
GVl Archive / Luke Hotwagner
Over head: Sophomore forward Mike 
Przydzial rises above the competition for 
a shot in a previous game against Wayne 
State. GVSU's men's basketball team will play 
Northern Michigan at home on Thursday.
Three-point goals
GVSU 7-12 (Pete Trammell 4-6;
Wes Trammell 3-5; Ringler 0-1)
Fouled out
GVSU — Tieman. Hillsdale — None
Rebounds
GVSU 32 (Brown 8), Hillsdale 29 (Tony Gugino 10)
Assists
GVSU 11 (Pete Trammell 3) 
Hillsdale 16 (Tyler Gerber 5) 
Total fouls 
GVSU 27 
Hillsdale 25
Your Diamond 
Could Be ^ 
...FREE!
Purchase your engagement’ring'at 
Thomas S. Fox Diamond Jewelers. 
We have the area’s best selection 
and pricesjr /
Buy now through March 30, and your 
diamond could be free!
It’s a special promotion. We’ll draw 
one lucky engagement ring customer 
to receive a full refund of their 
diamond purchase price. Visit the 
store for details.
And remember, your Grand Valley 
Student ID card is worth an extra 10% 
off at Thomas S. Fox.
Friendly people, genuine assistance... 
come shop today.
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By Grant Wieman
GVL Staff Writer
After spending most of the 
season racing as individuals in the 
same uniform, the Grand Valley 
State University track and field 
team competed 
in their first 
team-scored 
meet of 2009 this 
past weekend.
The women won 
the multi-team 
event scoring 
1923 points, 
while the men 
finished second 
to Ashland 
University 
scoring 109.
Junior Katherine McCarthy, 
who won the women’s 800-meter 
and achieved a national-qualifying 
time of 2 minutes 12.33 seconds in 
the process, said the team scoring 
did not change her approach.
"I’m very excited (about 
qualifying); I felt like I could 
(have) ran faster though,” she said. 
“I don't really notice (team scoring) 
as much, but I think at the end of the 
day when we look at the scores, it’s 
better for us to see where we’re at 
as a team instead of individually.”
GVSU head coach Jerry Baltes 
is hoping the teams will use the 
results as a learning experience.
“We didn’t win the meet on the 
men’s side, so that means we’ve got 
to get a little bit better somewhere 
and I think we can do that,” he said. 
“Our focus on the women’s side is 
really putting together a lineup at 
the national championship that can 
do some damage, and I think we’re 
well on our way.”
The Lakers were hosting 
their sixth meet of the season on 
Saturday, having held a fifth non- 
scored meet on Friday.
“It comes with the territory,” 
Baltes said, speaking about hosting 
meets in the new Laker Turf 
Building. “We know what we 
signed up for. We’ve got a beautiful 
building and we’re gonna use it.”
McCarthy said the building still
has a special feel to it.
“Running in this new facility 
makes everything feel more 
significant,” she said. “1 get much 
more excited to run and I feel like I 
need to mn faster.”
Running faster was not a 
problem for 
redshirt 
freshman Jeff 
N ordq u i st, 
who won 
the mile run 
with a time of 
4:1420.
“I just tried 
to make sure I 
stayed within 
myself for the 
first half of 
the race so I could move up from 
there,” Nordquist said.
He said he is hoping the victory 
against conference schools on 
Saturday will propel him toa victory 
at the GLIAC championships.
“I’m planning on it,” he said. 
“I just kind (of) got my name out 
there today. Hopefully that scares 
them a little bit going into the 
conference meet. Now they know 
what’s coming.”
Nordquist added he is planning 
on qualifying for nationals this 
weekend at the GVSU Big Meet, 
when the Lakers will compete 
against Division I schools.
Hosting a meet almost every 
weekend is an extra challenge for 
the coaches, especially Baltes, who 
helps run the meet.
“It’s really hard to evaluate 
because you’re running the meet 
and seeing everything,” he said, 
adding without the help of game 
and events operation manager Josh 
Munk and assistant distance coach 
Joe Lynn, who does the timing, the 
meets would not run as smoothly.
Baltes is excited to see what 
GVSU can do against Division I 
competition this weekend.
“The way 1 sell it is, we’re 
(going to) use them to make us 
better,” he said. “Their competition 
should push us to higher levels.”
g wieman @ lan thorn xotn
“Our focus on the 
women's side is really 
putting together a 
lineup at the national 
championship that can 
do some damage...”
JERRY BALTES
GVSU HEAD COACH
GVL / Luke Hotwagnor
Power throw: Freshman Melanie Huhn commands a powerful throw during the track and field meet on Saturday. GVSU's women finished first in seven different events [ 
and won the overall team title at Saturday's Division II Challenge in the Laker Turf Building. Four more runners also qualitifed for the NCAA Indoor National Championships.- 
GVSU's next home meet, the GVSU Big Meet, will be held in the Fieldhouse Arena on Friday starting at 4 p.m.
Women's track tops field in first scored meet
(ASU women's track, field team wins Saturday’s Division II Challenge scoring 192.5 points; men take second with 109
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It’s been a potentially 
catastrophic week for a 
couple of iconic sports 
figures.
As it turns out, Michael 
Phelps tokes up while 
Alex Rodriguez shoots up. 
steroids that is. Now both 
will or have had to fess up. 
Sadly two historical images 
in sports may have been 
permanently tainted.
But before we incite an 
unruly mob. assemble our 
torches and pitch forks and 
rush to crucify the two,
1 think it’s imperative to 
take a step back and look at 
some bad decisions we’ve 
all made at one point or 
another.
Actually, I really just 
don’t care anymore. As 
repetitious as ESPN’s 
programming is, l will 
now have to watch A-Rod 
and Phelps dominate the 
headlines for at LEAST the 
next week.
The steroid controversy 
has been dragged out for 
. so long now. I mean, we’re 
talking about something 
that happened six years 
ago. I would have cared 
more had this surfaced 
two years ago. And as for 
Phelps... Well, let’s just say 
I understand why he eats so 
much. He redefines what 
it is to be high and mighty. 
All puns aside and in all 
honesty, is it that big of a 
deal?
Both athletes are 
tremendously talented and 
have benefited society in 
a number of ways. And 
both are just a product of 
their respective cultures. 
First and foremost, 
wh® WAS-N Staking 
performance enhancing 
substance in baseball in the 
‘90s and into the 2000s? 
What 20-something-year- 
old kid in Ann Arbor, 
the liberal stronghold of 
Michigan mind you, or 
on any college campus 
anywhere else, hasn’t tried 
the Nolan Ryan?
Get it? It’s so good its a 
one-hitter. See what I did 
there? A marijuana and 
baseball reference!
Worse transgressions 
have occurred. Night 
club shootings, gambling 
and officiating scandals 
immediately come to mind. 
Not to mention threatening 
to eat small children and/or 
desecrating another man’s 
ear; I’m looking at you 
Mike Tyson.
It’s a shame that Phelps 
will lose out in terms of 
sponsorship earnings; he 
seems to be a genuine kid 
and he’s still young. I’m 
less sympathetic toward 
A-Rod. but that’s just 
because I’m jaded. But I do 
feel it’s overkill with the 
Barry Bonds' perjury trial, 
Kurt Radomski’s book and 
the government’s never- 
ending bloodlust over the 
steroid controversy.
But as great as our 
society is at gossip 
mongering, accusing and 
blaming, it is equally 
proven to forgive. Case and 
point: Britney Spears.
We all make choices 
and we live with the 
consequences. We’ve all 
said and done things we 
regret. We place these 
athletes on a pedestal when 
they’re actually, for the 
most part, no different than 
you or I. In other words, let 
those free from sin cast the 
first stone, at a stoner none 
the less.
Insert obligatory 
chirping cricket noise here.
With that being said. I’ll 
take some of what Phelps 
was having and I suggest 
everyone else do the same. 
bheaupied@ lanthorn .com
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Shining light 
on two iconic 
elopers
A-Rod reportedly tested positive for steroids
New York Yankee 
Alex Rodriguez's 
2003 steroid use 
reported by SI
The Associated Press
Providing Grand Valley State Students The
“Right now, the game 
is in a very not- 
trusting situation with 
our public, with our 
fans.”
ALEX RODRIGUEZ
NEW YORK YANKEE
NEW YORK (AP) - As Barry 
Bonds prepares to defend his name, 
the slugger who may eventually 
surpass him as the all-time home 
run leader has become ensnared by 
the Steroids Era: Alex Rodriguez.
Rodriguez tested positive for 
two anabolic steroids dunng his 
MVP season with Texas in 2003, 
Sports Illustrated reported on its 
Web site Saturday.
The New York Yankees star has 
long denied using performance­
enhancing drugs. He declined to 
discuss the tests when approached 
by SI on Thursday at a gym in 
Miami.
“You’ll have to talk to the 
union,” he said.
Major League Baseball and the 
players’ union issued statements 
Saturday, refusing to confirm 
or deny the report, citing player 
confidentiality.
An e-mail from The Associated 
Press to Rodriguez’s agent. Scott 
Boras, was not immediately 
returned. The Yankees and Rangers 
declined comment.
The SI revelations come at a 
time when baseball's focus on 
drugs has 
concerned 
Bonds and 
the legal 
maneuvering 
leading to the 
start of his trial 
March 2. The 
government is 
trying to prove 
Bonds lied 
when he told a grand jury he never 
knowingly took performance­
enhancing drugs.
A three-time AL MVP. 
Rodriguez has hit 553 career 
homers. At age 33, the All-Star 
third baseman is the highest-paid 
player in baseball and regarded by 
many as the most likely to break 
Bonds' record of 762.
With this latest report, 
Rodriguez joined a growing 
Who’s Who lineup of drug-tainted 
stars that includes Bonds, Roger 
Clemens. Mark McGwire. Rafael 
Palmeiro and Jose Canseco.
In his 2008 book. “Vindicated: 
Big Names. Big Liars, and The 
Battle to Save Baseball,” Canseco
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Steroid controversy: Alex Rodriguez, former Texas Ranger (left), now New York Yankee (right) tested positive for steroids in 2003 and has been underfire since.
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claimed he introduced Rodriguez 
to a steroids dealer. Canseco, 
who has admitted using steroids, 
subsequently said he had no 
knowledge of 
any drug use by 
Rodriguez.
The drug 
allegations 
follow an already 
bumpy offseason 
for Rodriguez, 
marked by 
further talk of his 
dalliance with 
Madonna and 
clubhouse gossip stemming from 
Joe Torre’s book in which some 
teammates referred to him as 
“A-Fraud.”
But a week before the Yankees 
open spring training, Rodriguez — 
certain to be dubbed “A-Roid” in 
the New York tabloids — faced 
more serious allegations after four 
sources told SI about his drug 
tests.
Rodriguez’s name appears 
on a list of 104 players who 
tested positive for performance­
enhancing drugs in a 2003 baseball 
survey, SI said. He reportedly 
tested positive for Primobolan and 
testosterone.
In a December 2007 interview
with “60 Minutes,” three days 
after George Mitchell’s report 
on drugs in the sport was 
released, Rodriguez denied using 
peformance-enhancing drugs.
“I’ve never felt overmatched on 
the baseball field. ... I felt that if 1 
did my. my work as I’ve done since 
I was, you know, a rookie back in 
Seattle. I didn't have a problem 
completing at any level,” he said.
Rodriguez reiterated his stance
at spring training last year.
“Right now, the game is in a 
very not-trusting situation with 
our public, with our fans,” he 
said. “Some of the things that I’ve 
accomplished and potentially some 
of the things that people think I can 
accomplish, my name has come up 
and will probably come up again in 
the future.”
Rodriguez, played for the 
Rangers in 2003, when he won
the AL home run title and MVP 
award. He was traded to the 
Yankees in 2004. He is drawing 
a major league-high $27 million 
salary after signing a record $275 
million, 10-year contract with New 
York in 2007.
Baseball’s drug policy 
prohibited the use of steroids 
without a valid prescription since 
1991. but there were no penalties 
for a positive test in 2003.
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Vagina Monologues’
GVL Archive / Jessica Wood
Campus cast: "The Vagina Monologues'' will be performed Thursday and Friday in the Cook-DeWitt Center at GVSIJ <md Saturday at the Wealthy Street Theatre in Grand Rapids
By Haley Otman
GVl. A&E Editor
V is for victory, valentine and 
vagina.
The “Vagina Monologues” is 
a compilation of short plays by 
Eve Ensler, completely produced 
by women. The 2009 production 
of “The Vagina Monologues” at 
Grand Valley State University is 
lead by four student coordinators: 
Shaun Simon, Azra Grudic, Shari 
Lynne Denton and Patrice Njoh. 
Ashley Nickels, the assistant 
director of the GVSU Women’s 
Center, serves as the adviser for 
the student organizers.
The monologues are performed 
yearly at GVSU for two reasons 
Nickels said, first to raise 
awareness in a “unique manner” 
using entertainment, and second,
with a couple of them being acted
in different lajiguages, she added.
“The monologues celebrate 
and offer a variety of different 
|K*rspectives,” Nickels said, 
adding, they look at how society 
reduces women to being objects 
of sexual desire, and how women 
need to gain ownership of their 
sexuality, stressing engaged 
citizenship.
“We really inspire people to 
action through ownership of their 
own being,” Nickels said.
Denton said the monologues 
arc geared toward both women 
and men, and they have the ability 
to inspire both sexes.
“Statistically more men are 
committing the crimes ,” she said.
However, men should not feel 
as though the monologues are 
only for women, she added.
Although some monologues 
are repeated during consecutive 
years. Nickels said there will 
always be variety in the production 
of the monologues, because ihe 
different directors and actors 
bring different personalities to the 
plays.
The performances are funded 
through the Nokomis Foundation, 
allowing more of the proceeds 
to go toward V-Day’s goal of 
fighting violence against females, 
which includes rape, battery, 
incest, female genital mutilation 
and sexual slavery.
to raise money for the V-Day
Campaign. She said GVSU has 
raised more th;m $70,000 j in 
the seven years it has held the 
monologues, and 90 percent of 
the funds raised will stay local
V Day is a movement that 
aims to stop violence against 
females, and many universities 
use creative events to raise funds 
for the campaign.
There are between 80 and 
100 volunteers 
taking part in 
“The Vagina 
Monologues” 
through GVSU. 
Mostarestudents, 
though others are 
encouraged to 
take part,too.
Samantha 
Andrus-Henry, 
a professor of 
communications 
at GVSU, is participating in the 
show for her second year, and 
said she wishes more faculty 
would join heron stage.
Andrus-Henry will appear in 
the “They Beat the Girl Out of 
My Boy” monologue, which tells 
the stories of three transgendcred 
women and their experiences
“This’ dialogue really points 
out that all women are made,” 
Andrus-Henry said.
Her character Speaks about the 
struggles she has gone through 
as a transgendered woman, 
along with the two others in the
monologue.
“Without them, there can’t 
be us,” she said, referring to 
those who identify as LGBT and 
straight, respectively.
Denton, the administrative 
chair, is also acting and directing 
in individual monologues. She is 
working on this year’s “Spotlight 
Monologue,” which is the same 
across the V-Day campaign. This 
particular monologue deals with 
women living 
in die eastern 
regions of the 
Democratic 
Republic of 
Congo, where 
much sexual 
violence 
occurs
“Working 
with ’The 
Vagina 
Monologues’ 
is a really simple and fun way of 
attacking issues of human rights,” 
Denton said.
Denton will also co-direct 
“The Memory of Her Face” 
monologue, which is a more 
serious approach to facing the 
topic of violence against women 
and girls.
“It puts an identity to a story,” 
Denton said, which is why she 
believes it is important to have a 
mix of entertaining and serious 
components in the show.
The monologues will also 
show a mixture of languages.
“We really inspire 
people to action 
through ownership of 
their own being.”
ASHLEY NICKELS
GVSU WOMEN'S CENTE* 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
arts@lanthorn .com
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Speaking our totiua Mo* performs "Because He Liked to Look At It" in a previous 
performance of Ttie Van a Monologues" in the Cook-DeWitt Center This year's 
production of "TheyBna Monologues" will be held Thursday and Friday in the Cook- 
DeWitt Center and Slurday at the Wealthy Street Theatre
GVl Archive I Jessica Wood
Taking action: (left to right) Sara Cupper, Tom 'ones and Sara Mary ryapiewpcki perform "The Memory of Her Face" during a 
previous performance of "The Vagina Monologues" In the years GVSU has perfoimed the monologues, more than $70,000 has 
been raised for the V-Day Campaign, whic1 vorks to stop viotnge against womer and girls
GVl Archive / Jessica Wood
GVl Archive I Jessica Woods
V-Day victory: "The Vagina Monologues" will be held Thursday and Friday in the 
Cook-DeWitt Center and Saturday at the Wealthy Street Theatre this year
GVl Archive I Jessica Wood
Style: Crystal Roxis performs "My Short 
Skirt" in a previous performance
Giving reason: (left to right) Producers Katie Richlick. Sara Davis and Jess Preville 
read Eve Ensler's Vagina Warrior Statement at the end a previous performance of 
Vagina Monologues in the Cook-DeWitt Center
• The "V" in V-Day stands 
for victory, valentine 
and vagina.
• In 2001, V-Day was 
named one of Worth 
Magazine's “100 Best 
Charities."
• In 2006, it was named 
one of Marie Claire 
Magazine's "Top 10 
Charities."
• The GVSU Vagina 
Monologue 
performances are 
student organized and 
produced.
• More than $40 million:
Amount the V-Day 
movement has raised in 
nine years.
• 120: Countries that 
take part in the V-Day 
movement, located in 
Europe, Asia, Africa, the 
Caribbean and all of 
North America.
• More than 2,700:
Amount of V-Day benefit 
events by volunteer 
activists in the U.S. and 
around the world in 2006.
• 11: Years "The Vagina 
Monologues" have been 
in existence.
• Eight: Years the GVSU 
Women's Center has 
held "The Vagina 
Monologues."
• $10,050: Amount the 
GVSU V-Day College 
Campaign raised last year 
to stop violence against 
women and girls.
• More than 70: ArhoUnt “ 
of students, faculty and 
staff members involved in 
this year's production.
Staraikt Ticket 
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Thursday and Friday
Eve Ensler's "The Vagina 
Monologues" performance at 
7 p.m. in Cook-DeWitt Center 
on GVSU's Allendale Campus 
'Tickets available at the 20/20 
desk in the Kirkhof Center or 
by calling (616)331-2748
Saturday
Eve Ensler's "The Vagina 
Monologues" performance at 
7 p.m. at the Wealthy Street 
Theatre in Grand Rapids 
'Tickets available at Wealthy 
Street Theatre box office or by 
calling (616)459-4788 
ext. 131
"For ail shows —
$10 student tickets 
$20 non-student tickets 
$20 at the door
• Because this week is 
Service & Advocacy Week, 
as well as V-Week, there 
will be tables in the 
Kirkhof Center all week 
to spread awareness and 
education.
• Today at 11 a.m. and 
Tuesday at 5 p.m. in Area 
51 of the Kirkhof Center 
there will be screenings of 
"What I Want My Words 
To Do To You." The film
is a documentary about 
women in prison who 
are given an opportunity 
to express themselves in 
writing. Attendees are 
asked to bring a monetary ■ 
or canned good donation: -
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Mongolian talents: An Da Union, a group of musicians from Inner Mongolia, 
perform music on traditional instruments An Da Union will perform at GVSU on 
Wednesday at noon in the Cook-DeWitt Center for Arts at Noon
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KrUt tWt 11WM/V Crtirft. ffoiiiA Ptotewtapk/
Vuumum <*/ / rnttu\ rrt rviittm
Mongolian musicians to whistle, 
sing simultaneously at noon
Members of Mongolia's An Da Union to perform traditional 
vocal, instrumental music for Arts at Noon series
E77665544B
Courtesy Photo / Ken Carlson
Ethnic arts: An Da Union, a group of musicians from Inner Mongolia, uses a style of singing called throat singing. An Da Union 
will perform at GVSU in Cook-DeWitt Center at noon Wednesday as part of the university's Arts at Noon series.
By Haley Otman
C7V7. A&F. Editor
Some may think it impossible 
to sing two tones at the same time, 
but the members of Mongolia’s 
An Da Union have been doing just 
that for many years.
Called throat singing, the group 
members use their throats to make 
low base tones, and curl their 
tongues to create whistle sounds 
simultaneously.
“It sounds like one person can 
create several different sounds,” 
said Shigeyo Henriquez, An Da 
Union’s road manager.
Henriquez added only 
Mongolian musicians can do it.
The group will come to Grand 
Valley State University Wednesday 
as part of the Arts at Noon series. 
They will perform throat singing, 
in addition to long song singing, 
instrumental music and traditional 
dance.
An Da Union is from inner 
Mongolia in China, and is in the 
U.S. for the first time. Their tour is 
being supported by the FYesident’s 
Committee on the Arts and 
Humanities.
All of the components of 
their performance are traditional 
parts of Mongolian life. The long 
song singing evolved from a 
need for communication over the 
Mongolian grasslands.
“They communicated along 
the villages to friends,” Henriquez. 
said.
Long song singing is “a very 
long, powerful, sustained way to 
sing,” said Ken Carlson, senior 
program director at Arts Midwest.
Arts Midwest brought the 
group to the U.S.
“You’re going to be blown 
away,” Carlson said.
An Da Union will also use 
Mongolian instruments such as 
horsehead fiddles, drums and 
traditional Mongolian flutes.
The horsehead 
fiddle is similar 
to a cello, though 
it only has two 
strings.Thestrings 
have traditionally 
been made out of 
hair from horses’ 
tails, but now are 
sometimes made 
of plastic.
Na Risu, the 
ensemble leader, 
said through 
translator Han Dake he loves all 
of the forms of entertainment An 
Da Union features, because each 
one deeply relates to the life of the 
Mongolian people.
The traveling group consist* 
of 12 performers, their translator 
and the division chief from the Art 
Division of the Inner Mongolia 
Autonomous Region.
Risu added, through Dake, he is 
enjoying traveling to the Midwest 
a great deal. He said the climate 
here reminds him of Mongolia, 
and he enjoys playing for the
American public.
“The American audience 
(shows) great respect to different 
cultures and different music and 
he appreciates it,” Dake said.
Tfie Executive Director of 
Arts Midwest David Fraher 
was in the midst of cultivating a 
relationship with the Ministry of 
Culture of China when he found 
An Da Union. Fraher thought 
An Da Union would be “a really 
interesting group 
to have in the 
(U.S.),” Carlson 
said, which is 
how the group's 
tour came about.
Arts Midwest 
was able to bring 
An Da Union to 
GVSU because of 
a connection with 
Sylvia Kaufman, 
an Arts Midwest 
board member 
who lives in West Michigan.
The Arts at Noon series 
offers musical performances 
on Wednesdays throughout the 
semester that last about an hour. 
All performances are free and 
open to the GVSU community as 
well as the general public.
An Da Union will perform 
Wednesday at noon in the Cook- 
DeWitt Center on GVSU’s 
Allendale Campus.
arts@ lanthorn jcom
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“(Throat singing) 
sounds like one 
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CLASSIFIED RATES
DEADLINES: Noon Thursday for Monday, Noon Monday for Thursday
E-mail your classifieds: classih eds9ianth0rn.com
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NON-PROFIT STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS:
2 Issues min. 
3-4 Issues 
5+ Issues
60C/Word
55C/Word
50C/Word
55C/Word
50</Word
45C/Word
‘5.00 per week up to 20 words. 
Each additional word 25C.
Announcements
Need to make an important an­
nouncement? The Lanthorn can 
help you spread the word! 
331-2460.
Housing
For Rent newer 4 bedroom 
home. Low utilities. Walking 
distance to GVSU bus stop, 
downtown campus and night 
life. $1400 + utilities/month. 269 
624 1135
Roommates
Looking for a new roommate? 
Placing an ad in the Lanthorn is 
a great way to reach students 
who need a place to live. Call 
331-2460 to set up your ad!
Weekly SUDOKU
by Linda Thistle
Opportunities
i
Come join us for the 5K run 
benefiting the Kids’ Food Bas­
ket. It will be held a Kirkhof at 
noon on March 14th. Donations 
Welcome! Contact Emily rpgur- 
lle23@aol.com
Come to WILD WEDNESDAYS 
at Wenger’s Bowling Lanes 
from 8PM-1AM. $1.00 
Bowl-$1.00 Pop-$5.00 Pitch­
ers^.00 Bombs. For more in­
formation call (616) 454-4482.
Want people to take advantage 
of the opportunities you have to 
offer? Place an ad and reach 
thousands! Call the Lanthorn at 
331-2460 for more information.
Let the rewards begin! Open a 
free Checking Plus account and 
get a $ 100 Visa gift card. Call 
616-892-5111 or visit 5111 
Lake Michigan Dr. in Allendale.
Sports Clips Haircuts. Where 
Guys Win! On the corner of 
Lake Michigan and Wilson in 
front of Meijer by Starbucks. 
GVSU students receive 25% of 
any service with student ID. 798 
- 0300
Thomas S. Fox Diamond Jewel­
ers has beautiful engagement 
rings, earrings, necklaces and 
rribrtf GrantfValley students re* 
ceive 10% off storewide. 3090 
28th Street S.E., Grand Rapids. 
www.tsfox.com
Services
Need help? Find it by running 
an ad in the Lanthorn! Call 
331-2460 to get started today.
I
Experienced Attorneys just 3 
Miles away from Campus. For 
more information visit our web- 
s i t e at
www.davidknoesterplc.com or 
call us at 616.895.7300y
Miscellaneous
Looking for up-to-date news 
and events? Look no further! 
Gome check us out on the web 
at www.lanthorn.com. If your 
student organization has some­
thing to say, post it with us! We 
keep you informed. For contact 
information feel free to e-mail 
lanthorn@gvsu.edu or call 
616-331-2460.
WWW
Uantborn
COM
Need help? Find it by running 
an ad in the Lanthorn! Call 
331-2460 to get started today.
Meadows Crossing: the new 
student townhome community 
located at the 48th Ave. en­
trance to GVSU. Now leasing 
for 2009! Call 616-892-2700 for 
more details!
University Apartments. 
Off-campus student housing for 
$240 per person, per month! 
Free Wireless Internet! Get 
more for less! Located 1 mile 
from Allendale Campus. 
616-837-8277.
Whether you’re selling, leasing 
or sub-letting your home, let the 
Lanthorn help! Give us a call at 
331-2460 and let people know 
what deals you have to offer!
Copper Beech Townhomes. 
NOW LEASING FOR ‘09-’10! 1, 
2, 3, OR 4 bedroom town- 
homes! Call 616-895-2900 or 
visit www.cbeech.com.
Employment
Bartenders wanted. Up to 
$250/Day. No Experience nec­
essary. Training provided. Age 
18+ Okay. Call 1-800-965-6520. 
ext. 226.
Job shopping? Don’t settle for a 
job that sucks! Order this job 
search manual at www.cameo- 
career, com or 616 443 5464.
Hiring? Get in touch with thou­
sands of people who may be 
looking for work! Contact the 
Lanthorn at 331 -2460.
Looking for 1 roommate. 
$420/month. 4 bedroom, 4 1/2 
bath, 2 car garage. ( month 
lease. Aug-May. Sutter’s Mill. 
Call Katelyn 269-930-8113
Looking for 4th tenant to sign 
$3,180 12 month lease with 3 
boys at Country Place. Please 
call 810-814-7679 or email wal- 
tonky@gmail.com
Female roommate wanted. Hill- 
crest townhouses. Three fun, 
easygoing roommates. Call 
Emily, Amanda of Jackie if inter­
ested at 517-518-0061.
Birthdays
What better way to show your 
friends that you care about 
them on their birthday than 
wishing them a happy birthday 
through us? Let the Lanthorn 
know about your friends’ birth­
days and we will advertise a 
message to make this birthday 
one they won’t forget. 
331-2460.
Lost & Found
Missing car keys? Found class 
notes or a student ID? Advertise 
with us at 331 -2460 and let the 
Lanthorn help you find what 
you’re missing.
Entertainment
Have an upcoming event you 
want to publicize? Submit your 
event to our free entertainment 
calendar online at www.lan­
thorn.com.
Experienced Attorneys 
3 IVliles from Campus
www.davitlknocsterplc.com
(_6j £ L *i9_5:13.°P -'
Spring Break
www.SandpiperBeacon.com
Panama City Beach, fl
TIKI BAR
Dancing Day & Night - DJs
Free Spring Break Model Search 
Calendar (Isl 1,000 reservations)800-488-8828
7 9 5 1
4 6 8 3
5 7 6 2
8 3 4 1
2 3 6 9
6 1 7 3
5 8 9 4
8 9 6 7
2 4 5 8
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way 
that each row across, each column down and each 
small 9-box square contains all of the 
numbers from one to nine.
DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ★
★ Moderate ★★ Challenging 
★ ★ ★ HOO BOY!
© 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
See Answers on B6
Internships Available
The Carter Center is a not-for-profit, nongovernmental organization founded in 1982 
by Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter in partnership with Emory University. The Center seeks 
to wage peace, fight disease, and build hope in a world where people live every day 
under difficult, life-threatening conditions caused by war, disease, and famine.
Apply now at 
www.cartercenter.org/ir ernships
Peace Programs
• Democracy
• Human Rights
• Americas
• Conflict Resolution
• China
Programs and Offices with Internships Available:
Health Programs
• Disease Control
• Mental Health
Operations
• Special Events Planning
• Fundraising
• Public Information
• Volunteer/Art Services
Other
• Education
• Research
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Dragon dance: Asian Student Union members perform the dragon dance in a past 
year at the Asian New Year Festival held in the Kirkhof Center's Grand River Room
Curtis Smith, an associate 
professor of Chinese at GVSU, 
said the Asian New Year is a 
huge celebration, and because 
it originated in China, it is 
sometimes referred to as the 
Chinese New Year.
The 
traditional 
length of the 
celebration is 
15 days, he 
said, but many 
people cannot 
take all 15 days 
off of work 
anymore.
The first day, 
families will 
visit all of their 
close relatives 
with gifts, “like 
a worldwide 
open house,”
Smith said.
The second day, married 
women visit their parents. Smith 
said this part of the tradition 
came about before the modem 
era, when that might be the only 
time all year married women 
would have the chance to make 
the trip.
He added most families 
eat a meal of fish, because the 
Chinese word for fish, yu, also 
means “plenty,” giving a positive 
forecast to the upcoming year.
In addition to a celebration 
of traditional facets of the 
Chinese New Year, the Asian 
Student Union plans to include 
components from other Asian 
nations as well.
There will be Indian dance, 
singing in different languages 
and a Filipino comedian. Dan 
Gabriel. In addition, there will be 
interactive tai chi for attendees.
Because Yang himself is 
from a smaller part of Asia, he 
said he feels it 
is important to 
include some 
of the culture 
from all
Asian nations, 
whether large 
or small.
“It’s good 
to show a 
little part of 
me among the 
other cultures 
(like China, 
India and 
Japan),” Yang 
said.
The Asian 
New Year Festival is sponsored 
by the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs, the Hmong American 
Student Association, the Desi 
Student Union and Boba Bellas.
The festival will take place 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. in the Grand 
River Room of the Kirkhof 
Center, on GVSU’s Allendale 
Campus.
Yang encourages students of 
all nationalities to attend and 
learn more about their Asian 
peers.
“It’s very important to show 
our campus what we do to 
celebrate the new year,” he said.
arts® lanthorn .com
“It's a combination 
of all of the different 
Asian (New Year) 
festivals from around 
the world. (We are) 
celebrating the new 
year with the college 
campus.”
BEE YANG
GVSU SOPHOMORE
ASU to condense 
15 day festival to 
one day gala
Multicultural student organizations to 
celebrate Year of the Ox Tuesday
By Haley Otman
GVL A&E l-ditor
The Asian Student Union 
plans to ring in the Year of the 
Ox in fashion Tuesday.
Although most government 
businesses in Asia use the 
solar calendar employed by the 
Western world, traditionally, 
Asia has used the lunar calendar, 
which is why their new year is 
slightly delayed from Western 
countries such as the U.S.
Bee Yang, the activities 
coordinator for the Asian 
Student Union at Grand Valley 
State University, plans the Asian 
New Year Festival along with 
his committee. The ASU has 
been bringing this celebration 
to GVSU for about I0 years, 
though it was previously called 
the Spring Festival.
“It’s a combination of all of 
the different Asian (New Year) 
festivals from around the world,” 
Yang said.
The event will offer food, 
drinks and live entertainment.
“(We are) celebrating the new 
year with the college campus,” 
Yang said.
Sophie Ni, a GVSU student 
who has Chinese heritage, said 
she plans to attend the Asian 
New Year event.
“I want to go see how a 
Chinese New Year celebration 
would take place here (at 
GVSU),” Ni said.
Though she celebrates the 
Asian New Year in a traditional 
Chinese way with her family, she 
said she is eager to experience 
nuances in how other Asian 
cultures celebrate the same 
event.
GVL Archive / Stefanie Caloia
Revelers: Members of the Asian Student Union at GVSU took a break to pose for 
the camera at the Asian New Year Festival in a past year at the Kirkhof Center.
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Ironic thing about 
Comedy Central - sometimes 
they make funny decisions.
These decisions, 
specifically, have to do 
with just exactly who they 
let have a show on their 
network.
Sure, other networks make 
odd decisions, too.
For example, that “Joey” 
sitcom that went straight to 
nowhere or anything that 
Julia Louis-Dreyfus has been 
in that wasn’t “Seinfeld.”
Lately, however. Comedy 
Central is making a lot 
of odd decisions because 
of what, I suspect, is the 
attempt to fill a certain void.
Demetri Martin’s new 
show, “Important Things 
With Demetri Martin,” 
will premiere Wednesday 
on Comedy Central, and 
continue to run every 
Wednesday at 10:30 p.m.
Martin is best known for 
his work as a contributor to 
“The Daily Show.” He was 
a also writer for “Late Night 
with Conan O’Brien.”
Additionally, he had his 
own British TV show, “If 
I,” which won the Perrier 
Comedy Award at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival.
The award-winning 
resume is not surprising. 
However, as Martin delights 
crowds with jokes like, “I 
wanna make a jigsaw puzzle 
that’s 40.000 pieces; and 
when you finish it, it says 
‘go outside.”’
While these jokes are
admittedly witty and 
thoughtful, building a half- 
hour segment around them 
may seem to be a little more 
of a challenge.
A recent trailer described 
Martin’s new TV show act 
to include “things like jokes, 
sketch comedy, more jokes 
and more sketch comedy.”
I am not saying this 
formula is a bad one; in fact, 
it is quite the opposite.
What I am saying is I have 
seen this formula before, and 
with one particular widely 
successful comedian.
Ever since Dave 
Chappelle left “Chappelle’s 
Show” after only two 
seasons, Comedy Central has 
been endlessly looking to fill 
the void with the next big 
thing.
The attempts are 
noticeable with shows 
like David Alan Grier’s 
“Chocolate News,” “The 
Sarah Silverman Program” 
and, of all ungodly things, 
“Mind of Mencia,” a rehash 
of every other comedian’s 
jokes that Men-steala takes.
Martin’s show is a long 
list of trial-and-error comedy 
sketch shows in the station’s 
attempt at the next big thing.
It may be a wise decision 
in choosing Martin, because 
his awkward stature and 
boyish looks beg the 
audience to listen to him.
However, Martin is often 
a sketch comic - bringing 
a large white pad of paper 
before audiences - and I am 
uncertain if this will translate 
well to a TV show audience.
Who knows if the show 
will fail or not? But because 
of his lengthy track record, I 
am deciding to give Martin 
the benefit of the doubt. At 
least for now.
lreyna@lanthorn .com
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